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ö HE Prodigious and Growing Wickeds 
1.eſs of the Age and Land in which 
| 


'The Preface. 


we live, is Matter of Daily Grief 


to all who have any juft Regard to the He- 


nour of God, or do indeed wiſh well to their 
Native Country; Great and Incorrigible Sins 
being the common Fore-runners of very grie- 
vous Judgments, and nftentimes the Prelude 
to 4 General Deſolation. 

AND fure tis the Duty of all to bring 
what Help they can, to quench this Fire, be- 
fore it blazes ont into a Waſting Flame, and 


| "rages too high to be Extinguiſhed, Aſen can't 


be Indifferent to ſuch uſeſul and neceſſary Ser- 


vice, without proclaiming their Neutrality in 


the Cauſe of G O D, their Unconcern for 
the beſt Intereſts of Men; That they are with- 
drawn from their Allegiance to the Sovereign 
of the World, and are unwilling to appear on 
his Side: That they are ſhrunk into Spiritleſs 
Clods, and have no Life to be ſpent in the 
Service of Mankind. 

T HES E Conſiderations, or ſuch as theſe, 
have Incited ſome within theſe few Tears, to 
Enibody and unite their Forces againſt Inva- 
ding and prevailing Vice, that did before waſt 
like a Peſtilence at Noon Day; and others to 
\Hearten em on to the War, by all due En- 
couragements. Bleſſed be God that their 
Aitempts have not been wholly mo 
: 2 4 
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And oh ! that more might be ſtirred up 2 
follow the Glorious Example; to bid Defiance 
to the Sins of Men, whilſt the Tendereſt Lon e 
and Pity to their Souls and Bodies, are the 
Generous Principles that Animate and carry 
them forward, thro the vaſt and diſcouraging 
Undertaking. 

T HE abounding of Iniquity, not withſt and ing 
all their Attempts, doth aſſure us, That ſome- 
thing is yet wanting to compleat the Deſign. 
And bow much wou'd God be Glorified, 
and all good Men rejoyced ? What an Hap- 
pineſs wou'd it be to the Land in General, if 
fome Method cou'd be found out, and put in 
Execution with Univerſal Succeſs, ſo as to 
give 4 Check to, and drive back the Swell. 
ing Torrent, bring a Bluſh into the Face of 
Sin, force it into a Corner, to be perpetrated 
in the Retreats of Darkneſs, and avoid the 
Shine of Day. Men wou d by Degrees be brought 
to an Abſtinence from Evil, if they were thus 
made aſham'a of it, Conſcience, that by the 
Sollicitations and Encouragements of Company, 
26 frequently Baffied and put to Silence, wou d 
then ſpeak with the more Aſſurance and Com- 
mand, and force the Trembling Wretch to 
hear, But till it ſhall pleaſe the Great God 


to pour forth much larger Meaſures of bi 
Spirit and Grace, we have no ſuch a Glorious 
Reformation in Freſpect. 

Y E T muſt we not wipe our Mouths, and 
put our Hands into our Boſom, as if the Deſ- 


pair of ſuch a Bleſſed Revolution, were ſuffi- 
cient 
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tient Diſconragement from all Attempts againſt 
Sin, The Means are to be uſed; and what 
was juſt now ſuggeſted, directs us to one Me- 
thod of curing the Predominant Evil; the 
Diſcovery of the Cauſe being in moſt Caſes, 
the readiiſt way to find out proper Remedies 
for the Diſtemper, 

AND I coonclude, it ſhould be obvious to 
all, who know any thing of the World, That the 
Dewil makes meſt Slaves among Men, ana holds 


all who are once Inveigled, the faſter in his 


Chains, by Enſnaving Society. A Combination 
in Crime, creates Boldneſs in Sinning. A ſinful 
Emulation puts upon the more uncommon Arts 
and Improvements of Vice, and prompts to that 
Aleaſure of Wickeaneſs which won d be fright ful 
to the Sinner whilſt alone; which he wou'd not 
have the Courage to Commit, if he had not ſome 
bold and deſperate Abettors, 

HO many Millions hath the Devil ruin'd 
in al! Azes, by theſe Methods? How many are 
now riuning themſelves, thro his Advice by his 
under Connjcllors? How many are there, who in 
heir Immature Age afforded pregnant Hopes of 
doing ſomething more than Common for the Ser- 
vice of the Church of Chriſt, and their Country, 
that have been drawn aſide by the Snares of a 


vations Society; and after a little Converſe with 
hein, have worn out all former Sober Impreſſi- 
ns, have become the Reproach of their Famuly, 
he Bane of their Neighbourhood, the Ruiners of 
heir Country, (as far as twas in their Power ) 
he Plagues of the Church, and Burthens to em- 
ſelves. 
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Sin, The Means are to be uſed; and what 

was juſt now ſuggeſted, diretts us to one Me- 

thod of curing the Predominant Evil; the 

\ | Diſcovery of the Cauſe being in moſt Caſes, 

- | the readiiſt way to find out proper Remedies 

I for the Diſtemper. 
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ſelves. Oh bow Induſtriouſly, when once they 


are engag d, do their mad Companions endeavour 
to drown, or caſt out every Serious Thought that 
won d make em ſhrink ſrom Sin? How careſul'y 
is every thing bani ſh d the Company, that mou d 
lay their vain or vitious Minds under any Re- 
ſtraints? And hom ſuddenly muſt their Ruin be 
finiſhed, who are once enter'd into ſo vile a Con- 
federacy, and given up to the Cynduct and Com- 
mand of fuch Fatal Directors? Many mournful 
Parents throughout England, who have had all 
their Hopes of their Children, in this way,blaſted 
and defeated at once, can give a melancholy Re- 
lat ion of their ſudden Proficiency in Vice, and 
how obſtinately deaf they have been to all their 
pious Perſwaſions, after they have once been 
Charm'd and Chain d by the Alurements of vain 
and vitious Companions, Many deſperately wicked 
Wretches that have now Sear'd their Conſciences, 
put out even their Natural Light, and are trans- 
fornid into Brutes and Monſters, tho they were 
once promiſing Inſtances of a Careful Education, 
cou d (if they had the Honeſty or Courage) tell, 
how they were firſt drawn away by theſe Bemit( h- 
ing Charms, and how ſoon they grew up to Hardy 
Defiers of the Authority of God, the ſerious Aa- 
vices of Men, and the Checks of tbeir own Con- 
ſciences. 

I am ſure, ail that look before them muſt ſee, 
that evil Converſation hath been the great Cor- 
rupter of our Age; the Debancher of our Princi- 
ples and Morals. This bath multiplied the Im- 
piows Aſſaulters of our Cyriſtian Faith in groſs, 


and 


we 6, TY ws Si. 5 


DS 


hy + >» 
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ant the ſeveral Important Articles of it, This hath 
brought in upon us a Torrent of Lewdneſs and De- 
"por, whey and carryd Impudence in Sinning to that 
prodigious Height, as was unknonn to the Heathen 
World and wou'd have been a ſtranger Objection in 
the Moaths of their thinking Men againſt Chriſt ia- 
nity, than all the Myſteries in it. This hath fill d 
all Places with Proſaneſs and Blaſphemies, dreadful 
Curſes and Imprecations ; ſo that there is no walking 
our Streets without ws our Ears grated, and our 
very Hearts chilld, with this Language of Hell, 
This hath brought ſuch a General Contempt upon 
Preaching, 4 other Divine Ordinances, and em- 
bolden'd Men to make a Feſt of Sacred Inſtitutions 
and droll upon the Bible. This hath Thin d our 
Churches, and fill d the Play-Hon ſet, thoſe Semina- 
ries of Weckedneſs, that ſeem to hade been Erected 
by the Devil, to Ontront Chriſtian Aſſemblyt, and 


ſhew that he hath Vaſſals at his Command, to preach 


up boldly his Kingdom, and a more numerous Throng 
to attend upon their Inſtruftions, than an Holy Feſus 
can Boaſt of in ſcveral Charches thre* the Land. 
Wretches that can dare to ſerve him at the Expence 
of their Fame, Health, Eſtates, at the Hazard of 
their Bodys and Souls, every thing that is dear to 
them, and deſerves to be valued in Time, and to 
Eternity. This (in a Ward) hath brought that Ge- 
neral . in the Cauſe of GOD, apon the Pro- 
feſſors of Chriſtianity, and thoſe Departures from 
him, that are the fearful Indications of a more Ge- 
neral Defection and Apoſtacy. 

O H formidable Progreſs of Vice, even in a Chri- 
ſtian Land, where the Laws of GOD and Man 
have appear d to controul it | And muſt wicked Com- 
pany be eſteem d a Principal Cauſe of this Monſtrous 
Growth ? And is it not Time for ſome to ſound the 
Alarum, and let poor unwary Sinners know the Evil 
and the Danger of it * I; it no: Time for ſome 10 
di ſu ade 
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diſwade from ſuch pernicious Converſation? Ab ! 
vod to God we cou d diſmade, that we con'd [hew 
poor heedleſs Wretches their Danger, ſo as to aff- 
righten em from it. But the Means muſt be uſed, 
and the Succeſs liſt to him, who in all ſuch Caſes 
muſt give the Increaſe. 

IT have made ſome Attempt therefore for the Re- 
medy of thi: Evil, and that thro" the Bleſſing of 
G9OD it might be of General Advantage, have 
dentur d to male it Publick in a Critical Ape. (ths 
not without the Deſire of many, and Approbation of 
forme, whoſe Judgment I value much more than 
mine own) ay that Great Gol (who once by 4 
Stone from the Hind of a Sriplins,beat down 4 Giant, 
who bad Defiance to his Armies, and therefore to 
his Power) now Glorify his Excellent and Saving 
Might, by nortins ſome ſuch Effects by the preſent 
Eſſay. That ſome may be call d off from wicked m- 
pany that are already enoag'd, others may be deterr'd 
from it, and kept out of Reach, ana all may be left 
without Exciſe. into whoſe Hands this ſhall fall, who 
will not be warn'd nor reclaim d. 

1] ſhall finiſh this Preface (already ſmelPd beyond 
my firlt Intention) n hen I have deſir d (1.) All fach 
as wiſh well to the Deſign, to Second it with their 
fervent Pravers te GOD, that the Attempt may 
not altaget her fail of Succeſe. (2.) Al who think 
the Diſcourſe filly farm d tn promote this End, and 
have Ability, i render it a: Generally aſeful as may 
be. And (z.) Such as are Enſnar'd or Endanger'd 
by Evil Company, eſpecially the Toxth, to weigh ſe— 
rioufly what is offer d to Conſileration, to be Faithful 
to themſelves, and not ſtifle ur withfand the Convitti- 
ons ef their Cunſciencet, and defy Cod, harden them- 
ſelves, and bring upon them a quick and inevitable 


Raine by ſuch Of poſit io 9 62 
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Prov, XIII. 20. Lu "wn 


A Companion of Fools ſhall 
be deſtroyed. 


'T HE Impreſſions made upon the Minds 
ot Men, by the Society to which they 


joyn themſelves are fo notorious, that 


among molt Civilized Nations it is grown 


cuſtomary to deſcribe a Man by his Com- 
pany. The Society a Man prefers and uſes 
is eſteem'd one of the beſt Diſcoveries of 


his inward Temper, and his Courſe of Life. 


And l am ſure, Man, whoſe Nature ſeems 


contriv'd tor a Social, not a Solitary State 


|! whole labora Propenſions render him Fond 
of Companions, ſhould uſe a great Meaſure 
of Prudence in the Choice of them; ſince 
their Influence is ſo natural and univerſal. 
He who would not bring upon himſelf a 
Quick and a Certain Ruin, muſt refuſe 
the Familiar Converſe of thoſe, — Ad- 


vice, Example, and Courſe of Life, do di- 


. 


rectly and plainly tend thereto. But 


[ ſuch who call themſelves Chriſtians, are 


* 
- 

1 
5 


1 
1 


above all others concern'd to guard them- 


ſelves here, becauſe the Ruin they ven- 
A ture 


* 


(23 


ture upon by ſuch a Converſation, is o 
the moſt frightful Kind; exceeding great | 


and irreparable. And one wou'd think thi: 


were an Argument Powerful enough to | 


deter them from a Choice of ſuch for thei: 


Companions, whoſe Temper of Mind, anc | 


Courſe of Life, are flatly oppoſite to thoſc 
Sacred Preſcriptions by which they are ob 
lig'd to think and walk. 


THE Wiſe Preacher thiuks it ſufficient | 
therefore, to caution againſt this Society, 


by ſhewing the dangerous Contagion there. 
of; and ſuppoſes that every Man in his 


Senſes, would take the Hint from ſuch © 
Diſcovery : And as for the Sake of their 
Bodies, they flee from One lick of the 
Plague, or any deadly Diſtemper of 
the like Contagious Nature; ſo, for the 
Sake of much more important 


the moſt Fatal Conſequence. 


AND yer alaſs! We ſee the Generality 
of Mankind are wreck'd on this Rock ;, un 
done by the Society with which they con 


verſe. 


nous Effects of evil Company; which thc 


Words of our Text do fo fully Aſſert: - 


Companion of Fools ſhall be deſtroyed. 


IT may not then be improper to ſe: 
in View ſome of the miſchievous and rui- | 


Intereſts. | 
they would ſhun that Society which 
expoſes them to Hazards and Dangers ot 


(3-3 


THE Words are an entire Propoſition, 
which when we have explain'd and con- 
firmed, we ſhall endeavour to improve: 
And all in this Ocder. 


Il, WE ſhall tell you who the Fools 1 
are, whole Society is ſo Deſtructive. = | 


II. W E ſhall ſhew you, who is to be 
reputed a Companion of Fools. 


III. WE ſhall endeavour to prove, that 
ch a Companion of Fools is in the ready 
Way to certain Ruin. 


IV. DRA W ſome Inferences from the 
whole: Ot theſe, in Oi der. 1 


inn 


J. LET us enquire who thoſe Fools 
are, whoſe Society is in our Text aſſerted 
to be Deltructive. And we are by the Fool 
here, not ro underſtand one whom ſome 

Nacural Defect depives of the due Uſe of 
his thinking Faculties, and Powers; but 
Oae whom vicious Habits hinder from 
the fit Exerciſe of thoſe Faculties, about the 
Natters of his higheſt and beſt Intereſt - 
For, it is very obvious, upon a little Ac- | 
quaintance with Scripture Stile, that Fool | 
und Wicked are very frequently Terms of the 
ſame Senſe and Significatiqn. The immediate- Prov. 4. 

I preceeding Verſe here, may be taken as an 6. 14 ch. 
" Unſtance. It is 2 Abomination for Fools 7. 9. ch. 
| & 2 to 19. 1. 0 


WS 


24. ch. . to depart from Evil, And many more 
26. ch. might be quoted. And it is no Wonder 


10. 1 


1. that the ſame Book of God that tells us, 


111 Pſa. The Fear of the Lord is the beginning of - 


10. 25 dom, i. e. The Height and Perfection of it, 


Fob 28. ſhould call ſuch as are deſtitute of this 


Fear, Fools. 
THE Wicked Perſon then in geners] 
1s the Fool, whoſe Company is here at- 


ſerted to be deſtructive: And he is a wick- | 


ed Perſon, who impenitently perſiſts in a 
Courſe of known Sin: The Tenor o! 
whoſe Converſation doth manifeſt, that he 


is under the Reigning Power of ſome Vice | 
( eſpecially if it be a groſs notorious Sin :) | 
Now, theſe being various; that we may 
the more fully underſtand who thoſe Fools 
are, 'it will be proper to deſcend to Par- 


ticulars, and point them our to you, accor- 
ding to the Vice that predominates in the 
Heart, and ſhews it ſelf molt in the Con- 
verſation: And here it is fit that the 


I. CAVILING Unbeliever ſhould 


lead the Van, as the chief, and moſt dan- 


2 Pet. 4.gerous of all. He who gives not Credit 
374. Jude himſelf to the Principles of reveal'd or 


18. 


natural Religion, and doth what he can to 
cavil others out of their Belief : That pre- 
tends to own no God, the Almighty Pa- 


rent and Ruler of the World, who ſhou'd 
give Being to all Things contain'd therein, 
aſſign 


) 


affizn them their various Stations and Ser- 
vices, and Efficacioully preſcribe Rules to 
them, for their ready Regularity in their 
Motions; bur aſcribes this Beautiful and 
Orderly Univerſe, and the regular and 
Harmonious Motions of all the Beings in it, 
to the neceſlary Tendency of ſtupid Mat- 
ter, or the powerful Efficacy of blind Chance : 
A Word that however it may cheat with 
its Sound a relolvd Infidel, doth in Reali- 
ty bignify juſt nothing) Or if he own a 
God, will confine him ro Heaven, and re- 
move him far away from any Sight or Ob- 


ſet vation of his Creatures, or Concern with ch. 47. 10. 


them; and will pretend to skirmiſh with 
his weak Sophiltry againſt cheſe Impreg- 
habie Truths. 

HE that pretends to own no Depend- 
ance upon any Supream, White, and Al- 
mighty Being, for his Lite and Enjoyments ; 
no Subjection to the Law and Rule of any 


; Supream Lord, or any Obligations to uſe 
his Faculties and Powers, moderate and 


confine his Paſſions and Appetites, or or- 
der his Behaviour towards his Fellow Crea- 
tures, according to his Preſcriptions; who 
will offer his Cavils agaialt all the plain 
Duties that Natural Religion reaches; and 
will dare to queſtion (at leaſt) whether you 
owe God any Reverence, Love or Obe- 


dience; whether you are under any Tyes 
of Juſtice, Faithtulneis, Honeſty, Gratitude, 


A 3 or 


1 Tim. 1. 


19. 20. 


TIM. *; 


Ia. 29. 18. 


and Exel. 
12. ch. 9. 9. 


--"F — — — 


(65) 
or Kindneſs to your Fellow- Creatures; whec- 
ther you ſhould have any Concern for your 


principal Part, the Soul; or obſerve any | 


Rational Decorum, or Comelineſs, in your 


Actions: And is very free to avow, that | 


you may live as you liſt; and permit Ap- 


petite and Fancy, Luſt and Paſſion, to range 


as they pleaſe; without any Regard to the 
Dignity of the reaſonable Nature, the Wel- 
fare of your Fellow-Creatures, your Fame, 
or Bodily Health ; yea, or the Sovereignty 
and Honour of your Supream LO RD: And 


to offer ſomething that he calls Reaſon, for 


the Juſtification of theſe his wild Pr inciples . 
Or, it he profeſſes to own the Principles of 


Natural Religion, will yet tell you the Bible | 


is all Sham and Forgery, your Saviour : 
Cheat, his Goſpel an Impoſture; the Do- 
ctrines therein contain'd a flat Contradiction 
and im poſſible: That the Terrors of Hel! 


and the Triumphs of Heaven are all Ima- |. 
ginary; as vain and deluſory as the Fig- | 


ments of the Heathen Poets; and is very 


prompt and ready to try his Skill in making, | 


good his Charge, and in endcavouring tc 


diſcredit thoſe reaſonable Evidences which 
have in all Ages born up the Credit ot | 


Chriſtianity, and made \Vay for its Re- 


ception, Entertainment, and Eſtabliſhment | 


in the World. 


AND Wonder not that I rank ſuch j 


prodigious Blaſphemers as theſe, among the 
Fools, 


/ 


C7 


| Fools, whoſe Society is ruinous and deſtru- 
Ctive. This you'll ſay appears at the firſt i! 
Glance: The very Breath of ſuch Men is 
Mortally Venomous, who would rob GOD 
of the Honour of their Being and Enjoy- 
ments, and of the Sovereignty of the World; 
CHRIST of the Honour of his Salvati- 
on; and turn the Earth into a Den of 
F Thieves, of Beaſts and Furies: But ſure 
there can be none ſo mad and monſtruous 
zmong Men! Yes Sirs, our unhappv Times 
| afford roo many of chem. And perhaps 
'F your own Converſation will afford you ſtill 
-Þ Inſtances of more; who if they don't flatly 
| cdiſown all theſe neceſſary Truths, do yet 
disbelieve to that Degree, the Revelation 
contain'd in the Bible, as to Evacuate the 
weighty Dotrines thereof, and render them 
Null, as to the Influence they ſhould have 
upon their Minds. That not only fay in | 
their Hearts, There is no God; but avow Pſaſ. 14-1: « || 
their Infidelity by their Practices: Or, if | 
they own a GOD, will take away Juſtice 
| and Wiſdom, and Holineſs from his Na- 
ture, and make him up of Attributes every 
way Inconſiſtent with Divine Perfections. 
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2, THE Prophane and Blaſphemer. 
He who will profeſs to own the Being of 

a God, and the Awful Truths delivered in ai. 3. 2. 
the Bible; and therefore to own a God in- 3 
veſted with all thoſe ſhining Glorys, and 
1 A 4 poſſes'd 


— 


Ce — — — 


K 
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(3) : 
poſſeſs d of thoſe Excellencies and Perfecti- 
ons which the holy Scriptures aſcribe to him 
But yet will treat him with the ſame Scorn 
and Contempt as he would caſt on thc 

> molt trifling Fellow-Creature, that wil! 
toſs about his Name in common Diſcourſe, 
with the utmoſt Levity and Unconcerned- 
neſs; that upon trivial Provocations receiv «| 
from a Companion, will turn the Edzc 
of their Reſentments againſt God himſelt ; 
Dare the Thunders of his Power, and det: 
Damnationz or elſe wiſh ic may he thc 
dreadtul Portion of ſych as have offended 
them; that rage at ſuch as in render Pity tell 
them of their Madneſs and Danger; ſpitefull) 
reproach them with the Name of Saints, and 

perſecute them as the Troublers of their 
wicked Peace; chat laugh at them as whim- 
tical Fools, who too much dread the Wrath 
of an Angry GO D,or Sin which deſerves it; 
(and is in its own Nature (perhaps) more 
frightful) and make too much Prouble— 
ſome Adoe about going to Heaven ; that 
mock and deride all ſerious Godlineſs, bid 
Defiance to the Checks of their own Con- 
ſciences; the Vengeance of their God, aud 
the Miſeries of Hell: Orelie as prophane- 
ly preſume, That (tho' they trample under 
Foot his moſt Sacred Inſtitutions, contemn 
his Laws, reproach, vilifie and abuſe his 
Servants, diſdain the Honourable ſtrictneſs 


of 


TR : y 
o their Profeſſion, and offer them the 


% 


higheſt Indignities and Outrages) he will 
Hndly overlook theſe Provocations of theirs, 
nd receive and careſs them with the ten- 
dereſt Pity and Love. Or however, are 
jclolv'd to put all to the Hazard; and tho? 
they treat GOD in the moſt contempti- 
pie Manner whilſt alive, by braving his 
Juſtice, Blaſpheming his Name, ſporting 
Frith his Vengeance, ſcorning his ſacred In— 
ſtitutions, Snuffing at his Services aud Wor- 
ip, trampling upon his Authority and 
Regal Power, lighting his Grace and 
Son, and laughing at his Holinels, or the 
Tranſcript thereof, drawn by Grace upon 
the Hearts of real Belicvers, will yet venture 
pon his Mercy when they die, and launch 
— into his terrible Preſence then, with a 
onfidence more Blaſphemous than the 
wileſt of their Behaviour whilſt alive. 


: 


3. TH E Sabhath-breaker may very fitly 
he ſubjoyn'd to the Foregoing- (The Sin 
t ſelf being an high Contempt of Divine 
luthority, and leading on to an eſtabliſhed 
ontempt of GOD in all ocher laſtances :) 
Je who will acknowledge himſelf under no 
Obligation to ſet apart One Day in Seven 
pr the Service of GOD, or the great In- 
tereſt and Concern of his precious Soul: 
ut makes the LOR D's Day a Time of 
1fneſs or Pleaſure, without ever appear- 


| nz 


Pſ. 50. 2t. 


— m ome 


to) 
ing in the publick Aſſemblies of the Saints] the 


or honouring GOD by a faithful Ut: 
of the Ordinances he hath appointed ft: 
the beginning and carrying on to Perfect. 
on, a Life of Grace; and which are admi. 


niſtred uſually on this Holy Day: Or if he 


doth afford his bodily Preſence, is yet wen 
ry of the Confinement, and as ſoon as the 
Publick Service of the Day is over, rec“. 
ons the reſt of the Time his own; au 
ſpends it in idle Walks or Viſits, in the I'. 
vernor Coftee-Houſe, iu impertinent Chy 
and Converſation, without ever with. 
drawing from the World, to look int: 
his Heart, or examine into his Frame, whill 
attending upon Ordinances; or what 1: 


has reapt by his Attendance; without eve 
taking Care to Inſtruct his Family in th-Þ1 


neceſlary Truths of the Chriſtian Religion, 


to Catechiſe them, pray with them, read 
the Holy Scriptures to them, or makc then 


ſenſible that they have a G OD to pleaſe 


and Glorifie, and Souls to ſave that areþ 
worth more than the World: Or, if he may. 


ſometimes drop ſome Words concerning 
theſe Things, yet tis in ſuch a light, ut- 
ſerions Manner as is never likely to mal: 
any ſaving Impreſſion upon them, and what— 


carnal, idle and careleſs Behaviour on this 
Holy Day, doth much to perſwade them (in 
it Contradiction to the Scriptures ) that 

| the 


eaſy 
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look 
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of on 
ever he ſaith to them; yet by hs owifphnce 


tudes ; 
mind 
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( 11 ) 
the Way to Heaven is broad and ſmooth, and 
eaſy, and that there is no ſuch Danger 
of a Mit carriage, as ſhou'd make them over 
ſollicitous about their Salvation. In a 
Word, he who on this Day is not ſeriouſly 
concern'd in Publick and Private, in the 
Church, and in his Cloſet and Family, to 
promote his own Salvation and theirs who 
are committed to his Charge; that doth not 
eſteem the Day indeed devoted or conle- 
crated to GOD +: Or it he hath ſuch a 
Thought, will yet ſpend it in Viſits, Feaſt- 
ings, Pleaſures for which he had no Vaca- 
tion in the Week; or elſe would over - 
Jook it, becauſe he eſteem'd the LORD's 
[Day a Seaſon of greater Leiſure for Attend- 
ance on his Friends or his Pleaſures, is ano- 
ther of the Fools whoſe Society is to be 
eſteemed Perilous. 

| ſhall not ſpend Time in proving 
Chriſtians under an Obligation to Hallo 
this Day , but refer the Reader that calls 
for ſuch Proof, to a brief Tractate of the 


| would beg Leave to obſerve, That ſuch 


this Day, would rob the Church of Chriſt 
of one of her moſt valuable Priviledges, 
nce tis Morally impoſſible, that the Multi- 
tudes among Chriſtians ſhould have Time to 
mind the great Concern of their Souls to 
ny Purpoſe. if God had not Ing 
| C115S 


Reverend Mr e on this Head: Only His Pix ine 
Appoint- 


as diſpute againſt the ſtrict Obſervation of Zu, 


ent of the 
d'sD ay. 


T3 
this Day for an Holy Vacation from ſecnlif 


Buſineſs and worldly Vanity, for their imme 185 
diate Attendance upon his Worſhip; cl 

hriſtians themſelves would he too ek, on 
immers d in ſecular Concerns, and grow toes 
unmindtul of another World, if the Wcot ft 
ly Returns of this Day did not relicve the or q 
And I need not ſay a iny Thing to m. 17 
thoſe Holy Souls who live in Believing, 0 * 
ing Expectations ot ſpending a long Ete ene 
nity inthe joytul Service of their God, ſe 0 
{idle how great their Felicity is, in havi 1 


One Day in Seven ſet apart for the ſan Ka 
Work here Below; that on Earth they m: ; 0 b 
begin the Muſick of Heaven, and get thef 

Hearts, by holy Exerciſe, more fitted to t. Pe 


Life and Employment of Saints in be, emi 

4. THE Religious Diſputer; (it Im 1 

1 Cor. r. ſo call one that hath really no Religion, 1 
Tin. ſides what floats in the Head without ſin meld 
6. + 5* ing as deep as the Heart, or making ar 116 : 
Saving Impreſſions there) who is upon 4 
Occaſions very ready to publiſh his Concei . th 

makes a mighty Pother about the Notio a 

he hath either receiv'd from Tradition, 4 8 

ſpun out of his own Fertile Brain; and wh en 

ſpend whole Hours, or Days, in uſeleſs | * , 

quiries, Aſlſertions, Oppoſitions and Dj WW. 

bares, but never ſeriouſly examines whig. A 
practical Uſe ſhould be made of the Prind A a | 


ples he owns, and with ſo much Veheme 3 


( 13 

ty maintains, how his own Heart ſhould he 
affected with them; or how he ſhould em- 
10% them for the Propagation and Fur— 


tlicrance of real Godlinels: Who is very 
Fierce in diſputing, for his particular Noti- 
dns concerning Grace, the Will of Man, 
Ff Perſonal Subliſtence in the Trinity, (which 
Þþ& no Man underſtands, and theretore ſure— 
not the moſt forward and confident in their 
Its Intereſt in Jultifcaion Cc. when alal(s? 
Ile Truth of none of theſe Inſtances\ is 
þ perſwade them to Conſecrate and Devote 
temielves to God, and live by his Gra- 
dous Influences, according to the Direction 
mtcit themſelves to be true Believers and 
Wftify', by the Operative Virtue of their 
Fith; nor any Thing mingled with their 
Inds to the Furtherance of real vital Re- 
ion: Who will unweariedly canvatls the 
Sntroverſies now Afoot in the Chriſtian- 
Tes of Religion, about Church-Officers, 
Pverpment, and Cenſures; about Moces 
F Worſhip, Forms and Ceremonies: op- 
N 2, With fiery. Zeal, a Zeal = will not 
"By conſume the: nlelves, but blize out 
? 2nd 


the Method of Divine Decrees, the Mode 
Peter minations ) and the Nature of Faith, 
Bd by them to humble and quicken them, 
of his Holy Word ; no Pains taken to ma- 
liſputes, that hath any ſerious Savorr, or 
ſorld, about the Out-works and Appen- 
Ie or defend with Eagerneſs and Heat; 


f 
1 
1 

) 
1 


and waſt all round them, whilſt they arc Þ* 
utterly unconcern'd about cheriſhing rhe Nan 
Vitals, the Inward Warmth and living Pow- be u 
er of true Religion, and at once permit 
their Love to GOD and their Neighbour 
to freeze, and languiſh, and die: And in all 
their eager Diſputes, never concern them- 
{elves to make Converts to Chriſt ; but only} 
forward and confident Zealots of their 
own Side. They make many Times a trou-f 
bleſom Noiſe for their own Fancies, but areÞ 
little cogcern'd about the Frame of theirÞ#"* © 
Hearts, the Order of their Converſations, 
the Honour of GO D, or the true Advan- ea! 
tage of thoſe with whom they convrſe. They vane 
talk upon all Occaſions, even to Dulneſs,F'** © 
about the beloved Notion ; and if they can 
by their Talk make a Proſelyte to their tne | 
Opinion, their End is gain'd; it is no Cong 
cern of theirs, what Effect it hath upon 
the Heart and Life, nor how the Perſon con- 
forms his Behavior to the plain, unerring 
indiſputable Rules of Living, preſcrib'd iff? © 
the Scriptures. 4 
NOT That I am here drawing up ag 
Accuſat ion againſt all ſober Enquiry into the den 
Abſtruſe Doctrines of Chriſtianity, or Zea 
for the ſmalleſt Truth, provided it be dul ade 
temper d; fo that Men don't forget thru 
common Frailty, don't chill and deſtrop _ 
that Chriſtiaa Love and Charity which iÞ 5 
the very Life of true Religion, to which 


17 
„„ 


( 15 
al the Truths of the Goſpel do in their own 
Nature ſubſerve, and ſhould by Chriſtians 
he us d for that purpoſe. Bur I think theſe 
Men that make a Stir and Pother about 
Notions andOpinions,(be they never ſo true 
and of themſelves never ſo important) whiltk 
they are careleſe about the Intereſt of GOD 
in their own Souls, and the World, and 
ſhew as little Concern for the Propagation 
of true Godlineſs, (by which I mean a Wife 
Fot holy Devotedueſs to God thro Chriſt) 
re the moſt egregious Fools, and can't 
tſcape the Character of the Wicked. They 
really do as much Prejudice to the Inte- 
geſts of Religion (perhaps more) than de- 
lar'd Infidels; ſince Mens natural Horror 
t their Principles, may keep them out of 
the Reach of Infection by them; when on 
the other Hand, Mens natural Averſion 
Y Sound Practical Religion will eaſily cheat 
em into a Perſwalion, that a fuperfict- 
Knowledge floating in the Brain, is the 
Im of Chriſtianity ; when thoſe that make 
hc moſt Noiſy Contentions about it, can con- 
ent themſelves with ſuch a ſlight Religion, 
3 Þnd never aim to feel the deeper Influences 
cheir own Principles, to underſtand the 
Jaden Lite of the true Believer. 1 adjoyn, 
{cauſe of their Affinity 


| 


7 | 
1 
Cl 


5. THE Perſecutors who hate the Pow- 
of Godlinels, whilſt noue perhaps more 


1 | Zealous 


| 169 
1 Tim, 1. Zealons for Outſide Shew and Form, and 
13, 15, Particular Opinion; and therefore will upon] 2? 
all Occaſions, be railing at ſuch as differ from abe 
them, and loading them withethe baſeſtÞ 
Reproaches, and the higheſt Injuries; es- fre 
pecially if their Lives manifeſt any Thing vel 
of that Powerful, Living, and Real Religi- and 
on which themſelves hate; and do their PI 
ut moſt by treachorous Arts and open Vi Ob 
olence, to defame and ruin them: That will of 
upon all Occaſions be reproaching them foi VE 
Luke 3. 5. Hypocrites or Herericks, for Enemies to U-P its 
Ad, 17.5, nity and Order, for Rebels againſt Goverui n 
Te ment, and Diſturbers of the Worlds Peace de 
And when they have thus repreſented ther} © 
to the Prince and the People, thus dre! wy 
them up in the Skins of Bealts, make them: thei. 
ſelves Sport by expoſing them to the Herd 1994 
and ſeeing them worried and torn to Ple- thor 
ces: That are evermore contriving way 
to rid their Hand: of thoſe troubleſome Pref 
Pal, 37, Ciſians, that will not let them ſleep quietly i 
2.5 their tinfal Deluſions, aud cheat themſelve ted, 
with a fatal Misperſwaſion, that it is nog 
real Piety, but a Feavouriſh Zeal for Some. 
what elſe, that is the neceſſary Way iq vith 


a 


x 


the 1 


Reproaches, with falſe Accuſations and mall Lake 
cious Slanders of their Religious Neighbours Sh 
And never tail to cloſe up the Diſcourſe with 15 


. 
88 41 
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an Hearty Curſe of too troubleſome Piety, 
and ayow'd Reſolutions to do their utmoſt 

by Slander and Forgery, and Violence, to 

free the Earth of ſuch an ill humour'd Strict- 
nels as will not let them play the Devil 

and the Beaſt, without ſome inward Re- 
proaches of their Conſcience, that upon the 
| Obſervation of the ſtrict Converſation 
of others, will not fail to upbraid them 
with the Looſeneſs of their own; and by 
its Inward Torments, and Self Vexations, 
| convince them, That the Matters of God 
are not to be play'd with, nor his Vengeance 
to be ruſh'd upon, without Perils of the 
{higheſt Nature and Conſequence : Who do ns 0 
their utmoſt to miſchief them without Law, 11. 44; f. 
and if they can get the Countenance of Au- 2. c. 1 3. 
Ichority, will ruin without any Manner of E.. 3. 10. 
PBPity, in the moſt barbarous and inhumane 
Manner, and offer up the molt Innocent 

to an inſtigated Mob, to be robd, inſul- 
ted, tortur'd and butcher d. 


hho 1 ants "0 TIO” 


Js. THE Scurrilons Perſon. i He who 
without any Regard to his own Honour, 
{nec Intereſts of Truth, or the Common De- 
Frency that Mankind ſhould obſerve in their 
Actions, will ſport wich the Follies and Mi- p. 17 f. 
Iſtakes of his Neighbours, and by Ludicrous 
Repreſentations, eadeavour to render them 
idiculous : That will take the ſame Licenſe 
% ſport with their Sins, and talk over the 

| & melan- 


Pro, 14. 5. 


| 
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zealons for Outſide Shew and Form, and 
particular Opinion; and therefore will upon 
all Occaſions, be railing at ſuch as differ from 
them, and loading them withethe baſeſt 
Reproaches, and the higheſt Injuries; el: 
pecially if their Lives manifeſt any Thing 
of that Powerful, Living, aud Real Religig 
on which themſelves hate; and do theirf 
ut moſt by treachorous Arts and open V. 
olence, to defame and ruin them: That willf 
upon all Occaſtons be reproaching them torſp, 
Lub:23, 5. Hypocrites or Herericks, tor Enemies to U 
Aﬀs 17.5, nity and Order, for Rebels againſt Goveriſ 
7. ment, and Diſturbers of the Worlds Peace! 
And when they have thus repreſented then 

to the Prince and the People, thus dre: 

them up in the Skins of Beaſts, make them 

ſelves Sport by expoſing them to the Herd, 

and ſeeing them worried and torn to Pie— 
ces : Thar are evermore contriving Way: 
to rid their Hands of thoſe troubleſome Pre 
Pſal, 37, ciſians, that will not let them fleep quietly i 
12. their tinfal Deluſions, aud cheat themſelve 
with a fatal Misperſwaſion, that it is no 
real Piety, but a Feavouriſh Zeal for Some 
what elſe, that is the neceſſary Way 
P(.42.19, Heavenly Glory: That never come int 
59. 6, 7. ſuitable Company, but their Diſcourſe | 
177 4. ſome way other lac'd with bitter Scoffs an 
N 'Reproaches, wich falſe Accuſations and mall 
— CciousSlanders of their Religious NeighboursF.: 
And never tail to cloſe up the Diſcourſe wit! 
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an Hearty Curſe of too troubleſome Piety, 
and avow'd Reſolutions to do their utmoſt 
by Slander and Forgery, and Violence, to 
free the Earth of ſuch an ill humourd Strict- 
neſs as will not let them play the Devil 
and the Beaſt, without ſome inward Re- 
proaches of their Conſcience, that upon the 
| Obſervation of the ſtrict Converſation 


of others, will not fail to upbraid them 
with the Looſeneſs of their own; and by 


its inward Torments, and Self Vexations, 


convince them, That the Matters of God 


are not to be play d with, nor his Vengeance 


to be ruſn'd upon, without Perils of the 


higheſt Nature and Conſequence : Who do 447610 

6 . * : x 3 
their utmoſt to miſchief them without Law, 11. 44s 1. 
$and if they can get the Countenance of Au- 2. ch. 1 3. 
Ithority, will ruin without any Manner of Et. 3. 10. 


EPity, in the moſt barbarous and inhumane 
Manner, and offer up the molt Innocent 
o an inſtigated Mob, to be rob'd, inſul- 
ted, tortur'd and butcher d. 


. THE Scurrilons Perſon. - He who 
Þvirhout any Regard to his own Honour, 
Ihe Intereſts of Truth, or the Common De- 
Fency that Mankind ſhould obſerve in their 


Actions, will ſport wich the Follies and Mi- P.. 17 5 


Takes ot his Neighbours, and by Ludicrous 
Repreſentations, endeavour to render them 
Jidiculous: That will take the ſame Licenſe 


% ſport with their Sins, and talk over the 
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melancholy Subject with that mad andſpor:- 
ful Deriſion, as diſcovers anExcels of Love 
to the Sin, whilſt they make their Neig |. 
bours the Subject of their Mirth : Who wa 
themſelves byno ſteady Rules, and will upo 
Occalion jeſt with their own Crimes, and et: 
deavour to ſet them forth with that lewd at: 
wanton Railery, as will ſpur them on to 
freſh Commiſſion, that they may have freſh©O: 
ca ſion of Sport and Laughter; and divert th 
Sting of thoſe InwardReproaches,that wou 
diſhearten them from the ſame Practices faq 
the Time to come: Who are evermo 
indulging to a jocular Fancy, ſtraini: 
their empty Heads for a Jeſt, but have thcify, 
Brains ever teeming with thoſe bitter Sco 
and ftinging Railery as maintain Mirth at ti; 
Expence of their own Innocency, the 
E:.7.5,6. Neighbours Honour and Fame, and char 
their Conſciences into a dead and Carelhj 
Frame; and render them thereby dull aqhal! 
uſeleſs Monitors in Caſes of Sin and Dur; 
Such as theſe who uſe ſuch mad Sport, to t 
Reproach of their Neighbour, the dreſli: 
Ple.69.9 both his Follies aud Sin, nay, his Vertuan; 
ro, 11,12, themſelves, in a ridiculous Shape, to t! 
ſquandring away of their Time, Innocenc 
aud Seriouſneſs, are another Set of wickKpj 
Fools. 5 


7. THE Malicious; whoſe Paſſions rer Inc 
dily take Fire upon the ſlendereſt Occafionfſprgiy 
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ad preſently blaze out in a waſting Flame, 
hat will ſpare nothing, but burn up a Neigh- 
ours Perſon, Eſtate, or good Name, with- 
ut any Pity or Remorſe Such as can't be 
aly any longer than they are doing Mis- 
hief, by falſe Accuſations, or ſuppreſling 
at neceſſary Part of Truth, that gives to 
thers the trueſt Character of their Neigh- 
jours: That raiſe Groundleſs Suſpicions, or 
then they are once a- foot, ule their beſt En- 
[eavours to help em forward; and to make 
he Character of the Perſon they would de- 
me look the more hideous, publiſh the worſt 
Part thereof with the utmoſt Art and Paſſi- 
n, and either wholly conceal, or diſguiſe 
Ill his real Beauties: That whiſper about the 
Faults of others, and by a ſlight Charge of 
Fccrecy, give Birth to the Report, and hand 
on till it grow publick and notorious ; 
hilſt che firſt malicious Author of the Scan- 
Wal 15 thereby conceal'd,, and his Neighbour 
Waows not how to vindicate or right him- 
lf Such as can't forgive an Injury once 
one; but upon all Occalions,and in all Com- 
Panies, are reciting an Hiſtory of the Wrong, 
Scclaring their own Reſentments of lit, re- 
enge it perhaps with a more miſchievous 
Spire, and will in the whole of their Car- 
age render their own implacable Temper 
potorrous, and diſcover (perhaps) a great- 
Fr lachnation to ſtab and murder, than to 
forgive and be reconciled. 


3 THE 
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THE Perſons mention'd in the forego- 
ing Head, made merrywith their Neighbours 
Faulcs and Follies ; which Mirth is really in- 
conſiſtent with the true Principles of ſober 
Reaſon; but theſe Men are not only beſide 
themſelves, but indeed raving : Their own 


Temper will not permit them to be eaſy in Þ 
themſelves : They are lick of perpetual Dis- 
quiet, and are wilting to ſpread the uneaſy E- 
vil all around them, vent their own Spleen, by 
reviling and injuring their Neighhour, to en- 
kindle in his Breaſt the fame Raging Paſſi-] 
on that rages in their own : And who knowsÞþ 
20,157.14. how far a Difference in this Manner begun, 
may be carried ? And to what Height ſuch a 
Flame will blaze, if it meets with Spirits off 
this ſore uneaſy Femper,who are apt quickly 
to take Fire, and have no Command over the, 


Deſtructive Paſſion. 


8. THE Deſigning Knave; who 1s al- 
ways craftily carrying on ſome ſecret De- 


ſign; hides himſelf from his honeſt wel] 


meaning Neighbour, whilſt he is twiſtingÞ 
into his Affections, prying into his Secrets, 


and will be ſure, by ſome Way or other, to 
ſerve himſelf by him, tho? it be to his Hurt 
or Ruin: He that ordinarily in Diſcourſe, 


diſguiſes his Meaning; ſeldom ſpeaks onth 


the honeſt and ſimple Perſwaſion of his Mind, 


learn their Senſe of Things upon particu- 


but endeavours to inſinuate into others, tog 
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ar Occaſions ; and then to ſerve his own De- 
ſigns, (whether of Malice, or Pride, lntereſt, or 
Humour )will betray his Friend, publiſh their 
private Converſe, and it may be, make it 
ſpeak quite different from its firſt Drift and 
Intention: Who ia his Diſcourſes with o— 
thers always lies on the Reſerve, that he 
may upon all Occaſions fetch himſelt off, 
when a Charge is drawn up againit' him 
by thoſe ianocent Men, who have been 
wrong'd. and have ſuffer*d thro his Occa- 
ion : Who takes Care to wrap up his Senſe 
in dubioas Expreſlions, that it can hardly 
{be known when he doth indeed ſpeak his 
Frhoughts, or will by ſome Shifts and Eva- 
Noas, warp his Words from their direct im- 
mediate Senſe, when any Thing is charg'd 
ſpon him as a Fault, that is like to prove 
Ktroubleſome, chargeable, or perilous : He 
who is ſhuffling in his Trade and Buſineſs, 
and lays bis Baits to entrap an unwary Dea- 
er: That will make a Prize of his Ignorance, 
| dr Folly, and impoſe upon him in any Traf— 
Ick or Merchandize he doth not underſtand: 
FT hat will wheedle him into a Snare, or by 
ny Arts whatever, that are not fair and ho- 
peſt, that he is aſham'd to bring to the Light, 
vin cheat a Perſon in his Eſtate or Trade; 
Especially if he does the Miſchief with the 
fnootheſt Pretences, and under a Mask of 
Friendſhip, whillt he doth really only watch 
lis Advantage to entangle the other, and 
1 B 3 make 
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make a Prize. Finally, (for this is ſomeSne : 
times the Spawn of the former Vice, Malicetat: 
when a Perſon hath receaved real or imagiJure 
nary Injuries from another, will ſuffer ths A 
Warmth of his Temper to enkindle his ReKisFa 
ſoluion for Revenge, and proſecute this ReooÞp 
ſolution by all the ways that Artful Maliger ſ 
can invent; ſo that if a fawning Friendſhiggny £ 
will expoſe an harmleſs Man che more «gear 
ſily to a Snare, this ſhall be carried ona 
the ſinootheſt and molt irreproachable Manear 
ner, till an Opportunity offers to gratify rhÞ1ay 
Revenge, and then the Diſguiſe ſhall M be 
thrown off, and the naked Malice appear i mz 
its worſt and moſt barbarous Shapes. tive 
very 
9. TH E Proud Perſon ; who puts an cyjatio! 
ceſſive Value upon his Body, his Endowmen{ hou 
of Mind, his Eſtate, or Titles of H ono W 
and is upon all Occaſions admiring throof 
Strength, the Shape, or Proportion of Y Nh: 


Body, the Air of his Face, the Fineneſs ꝙ th 
his Dreſs, the Gaiety of his Fancy, bew 
Stock of Knowledge, his Acquaintance wi:Yolnt 
the World, the Nobility of his Deſcent acer W. 
Relatives, or the Largeneſs of his Poſſeſſ M 
ons; ſo as to impoſe his own Self-EſteePpini 
upon others, and perſwade them to the ſanpard: 
Admiration of himſelf, which his own we: © 
Mind has entertain'd : Who thinks and talilan | 
deſpicably of others, to whom G O D hatÞ wo, 


deny'd ſo great a Stock of Knowledge, | 


in 
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ne a Body, ſo gay a Face, ſo large an 
ſtate, or hath bleſt them with a leſs Men- 
re of Pride and Vanity: Who ſcorns em 
Animals of an Interior Rank, unfit for 
Si5Familiar Converſe or Acquaintance, won't 
Joop to their Reaſon and Advice, tho' ne- 
Fer ſo ſtrong and cogent, if they diſcover 
iy Oppolition to his own Senſe; but will 
Scar all down before him, and make give 
ay to his imperious Dictates: That can't 
ear with a Contradiction; or however he 
Day force his Patience thus far, is reſolv'd 
0 be deaf to all the Charms of Reaſon, and 
o maintain his Prejudices with the ſame po- 
tive Zeal as before; and theretore refuſes 
very Thing, a ſcriovs and patient Conſide- 
ation, that bids Defiance to his OWN 
© boughts. 
WHO can't bear the Diſcovery and Re- 
Proof of his Faults and Follies, much leſs 
> have em cenſur d or expoſed, but flies 
the Face of a kind Friend, that would 
ew him his Errors, rectify his Miſtakes, 
Point out to him the Slips of his Conduct, 
Sr would perſwade him in the moſt Friend- 
& Manner, to a becoming Modeſty in his 
Ppinion of himſelf, and his Carriage to- 
(Wards others. Now this Pride is the Pa- 
Sac of a great many other Sins: The Proud 
Man is of various Kinds: We'll touch on 


wo, 
1. THE 
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1. THE Quarelſome Proud Man, He that or 
is ſo conceited of himſelf (whatever Rank he on 
holds among Men) as to ſnarl at all that] ſes 
would uſe with him the Freedom that is ne- mo 
ceſlary among Men, for the maintaining cent 
civil Society; and mult be addreſt to, up-] tha 
on all Occalions, with a Shew of the low-Þþ to 
eſt Submillion, and dcepeſt Reverence, withſf the. 
an awful Senſe of his Excellencies and Em- be 
nence, which bears ſome Proportion to bis Del 
ſelf-adoring Thoughts, forgetting that theÞ Life 
| reſt of Mankind have Natures of the ſam:Þ he c 

EI. 3. 2, Being, Make, Order and Power wich his Fad 

5, 6 own, however differenc'd in ſome accidentalſ peti 
Inſtances; and eſteeming them made to beÞin h 
deſpis'd, inſulted, trampled upon, accord- 
ing to the Dictates of his own Pride. So 2 
that in his Converſe wich them, he alway:Þ Mar 
aſſumes a churliſh Majeſty, and grows fret. N Eſte 
ful and angry if they break in epon rhaiÞthro 
Diſtance his proud Thoughts peſcribe them mag 
Who expects that all Mankind (at leaſt with. Iiſh 
in his Reach) ſhould move according to hisfratic 
Thonghts, or Orders; and if theſe be con-fſhlly 
tradicted, or tranſgreſs'd, immediately fret;hudg 
within, will (perhaps) quarrel with GO D,Þvith 
and his Subſtitutes in the Government o Pate 
the World, reproach GO D himſelt, 2ncBuadic 
rebel againſt lawful Magiſtrates, but to beÞivill 
ſure will affront his Equals and Interiors ea c 
and ſhew them by very ſenſible Arg ning 

| | au 
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how much he reſents the being contradicted, 
or diſregarded ; Who upon a Contradicti- 
on of any Sort, immediately grows warm, lo- 
ſes all his Temper, breaks forth into the 
woſc injurious and reproachful Language, 
entertains a Prejudice againſt the Perſon 
that oppoſed him, and proclaims open War 
to be proſecuted and carried on, with all 
the Acts of Spite, and Fetches of Art, that can 
be contriv d ; and (perhaps) cloſes up the 
Debate, with the Aſlault of the Perſon, 
Life or Fame of his Oppoſer, will do what 
he can to draw others into the Quar rel, make 
Faction, and lay a Foundation for a per- 
| petual Sedition amongſt all that come with- 
in his Reach, or lufluence. 


| 2. THE uncharitably cenſorious proud 
Man. He who to gratify his own Self- 
Eſteem, always views the Actions of others 
iÞchro' a falſe Medium, and either unjuſtly 
magnifies or leiſens them, by his own ſelt— 
Im and ill natur'd Soſpicions and luterpre— 
cations; not giving himſelt Leave imparti— 
iy to weigh the Things themſelves, and 
adge according to the Truth ofthe Caſe, 
ithout any Reſpect to the Perſon, or pri- 
ate Thoughts of others, or his own pre- 
i(Budicate Fancies and Opinions of em; but 
beÞivill make the faireſt and moſt defenſible, 
's,gyea commendable action(in! it ſelf ) lock Cri- 
t5ÞRinal, by fy Infinuations ferch'd from the 
IN | Man's 
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Man's unknown Deſign, Intention and Tem- 
per, cntertains ſome dark and Groundleis F | t 
Suſpicions, to repreſent the Man and his I mu 
Behaviour always Faulty and reprovablc, the 
that thereby the Opinion of himſelf may bro 
be maintaind, tho' the other be degraded Ia 
and viliked: Who is paſling Sentence ot Ac; 
Condemnation upon the Actions of others, I cen 
before a full Euquiry into the Motives on 
which, and the Rules by which they pro- 
cced: Would have all the Wiſdom and 
Goodacſs of the World confin'd to his own 
Boſom, or the Men and Manners himſelf at- 
fects; and can't afford the reſt of Mankind 
fair Quarter, but always eſteems and repre- 
ſents their Faults and Follies more notoriou- 
ſly Criminal than they are in emſelves; and 
ſubſtracts from their good Deeds by Evil 
Suſpicions, finiſter Interpretations, and raſh 
Cenſures of the Ends, Motives and Princi- 
ples of their Actions; when they do Good 
doth what he can to make their Actions look If 
evil; when they do amiſs, uſes his utmoſt In-F Aj 
duſtry to magnify the Fault. In fine, ſuch 
as love to place themſelves in the Seat of. 
Judgment, to ſcan the Behaviour of others, 
play the Critick thereupon, and not only y dg 
enquire into it ſo far as it is notorious and ed) 
plain, but to frame and defend very diſho-FThoy 
neſt Suſpicions of what is entirely undiſco-FPride 
vered and unknown. Empl 
THA Tha ! 
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THAT {ſuch as theſe are proud Fools, 
{ thiak 1 need not go about to prove. It 
muſt certainly be a very fond Eſteem of 
themſelves, that prompts them to gad A- 
broad, and act the Cenſors on others, when 
2 juſter Survey of emſelves, ard a fuller 
Acquaintance at Home, would ſhame ſuch a 
cenlorious Humour, no Perſons Actions in 
the World being more unſit to be criti— 
cally enquird into, than his, who is per— 
petnally critciſing upon, and cenſuring.the 
Actions of otheis. 

NOR muſt 1 paſs over here a more con- 


ſpicuous Folly, deriv'd at once from Le- 


vity and Pride; when Perſons do on the 
moſt trivial Occalions, thus affect to be Cen- 
ſurers: When other Peoples Dreſs, or Ge- 
ſture, or Mode of Pronounciation, or Form 
of Body, or Features, become the Subject of 
their Criticiſms, and exerciſe their graver 
Cenſures. When ſuch a Dreſs is diſplea- 


| fing, tis ſimple, ruſtick, tawdry ; ſuch an 


1 
i 
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Air or Mien is flat and clowniſh; ſuch a 
Body is diſproportion d and miſhapen : ſuch 


| Tone of Pronounciation; ſuch a Phraſe 


is not gentile or modiſh. Oh! How wite- 
do Rational Creatures, Chriſtians (lo cal- 
led) pals away their Time, and buſy cheir 
houghts in gratifying ſuch a Childleſs 
Pride! Are theſe Subjects fic for the buſy 
Employment of a dying Man's Thoughts, 
that is haſtning away to a valt Eternity, 
15 
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is upon the very Brink of a Change, that 
hath ſuch weighty Concerns to fill up his 
Thoughts and Time, as the Securing an 
everlaſting Intereſt in another Life, and 
the Salvation of a precious Soul, worth more 
than the whole World ; and compar d with 
which, the Form, the Furnicure, the Dreſs 
and Cloathing of a vile Body is no more 
than the waving, of a Feather: 


10. THE Glatton and Drunkard. He 
that gives the loole Rein to his Appetite 
in this Cale, rclolving to lay it under no 
Reſtraints, confine it within no Bounds; ot 
if ſome Principles of Education, ſome No- 
tions of Honour, aud regard to Fame, may 
on ſome Occaſions, reſtrain hm, is yet ſo 
intent upon the Gratiſication of his Appe- 
tite, that at all other Seaſoas he will iadulge 
it to the full: That will drink away his 


Iſs, 5.11, Reaſon and Health, or if he be ſtrong to 


22. 


drink, ſtrong Drink will yet ſtill pour in, 
for the meer Pleaſure of an inſatiable Ap- 
tite, that is but earag'd by teeding, and 


inſtead of being ſatisfied craves the morc, 


and the more eagerly too, even when It 13 
tir'd and faint, and hath in a very great 
Meaſure, loſt its true Talt and Reliſhes . 
W hoſe voluptuous Soul eſtcems it the chief 
Felicity of his Life to eat and driak, to 


Iſe.55. 13- humour his Appetite with Dainties, with 


elaborate and ſtudied Viands, or luſcious 


Wines, 
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Wines, and can dream ot no other Hea- 
ven than what is made up of theſe De- 
lights Who is therefore ſnatching at all Oc- 
caſions, to drench and cram himſelf, and to 
Invite and force others to revel atter the 
lame mad Rate, on Corporal Pleaſures: That 


talks of coſtly Entertainments and dclici- Aab. 2 1. 


ons Fare, with as much Tranſport, as if 
he were reciting the Raptures of Heaven 
nay, much greacer than himſelt would ex- 
preſs at ſuch a Recital; and can't endure 
to have any Interruption in the charming 
Hiſtory, or to have his Thoughts diverted 
to any other unpleaſing Subject : That hates 
to think of croſling theſe Appetites, abhors 
and cries, Away with that Religion that 
would rob him of his Pleaſures: But let him 
have his Cups and Diſhes, his Luſcious 
Meats and Wines, and the Delicactes ſtu- 
lied for the humouring wanton Palates - 
And let who will have the Heaven in Re- 
verſion talk'd of in GO D's Holy Word, 
he can't ſtay till hereafter, bur is with the 
Epicure, for making a ſhort Life as merry 


d 


IS he Can. Let us eat and drink for to mor- Coro 15. 


ow we die. Or if they be not ſo far loſt © 


o all common Reaſon, as thus blaſphemoul- 


to ſpeak out His Thoughts and Intenti- 


— 


ns, yet doth by His Courſe of Life, give 
ery broad Signs that it is the Inward ra- 
cated Senſe ot His Heart, and that 


e is reſolv d to follow the Motions of a 


1 
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raving Appetite, and humour it to the ut- IP! 
termoſt; he darkens the Eye of His Mind, I to 


ſtupifies His Conſcience, diſhonours His I th. 


G OD, waſts His Eſtates, degrades him- an- 
ſelf into a Brute, ſhuts himſelf out of Hea- | Ma 
ven, and expoles himſelf ro the Wrath ot | MC 
GOD, to the certain, laſting, intollera- IW 
ble, and unintermiting Tormeats of Hell. Di 


11. THE Luſtful: Who gives himſelf] the 
up freely to the Command of imperious Luſc, * 
and ranges into all the By-Paths, the endleſs £4c/ 
Mazes and lutricacies of a wandering Love; Th 
and pertinaciouſly expoſes himſelt to alf 97 
the Fat igues, to all the Danger, Terror andre 
Perplexity, on which ſuch an uhbounded Ap-B 0 
petite will hurry him: That ſtudies, con-] tha 
trives, aad looks out Occaſions and Objects] rou 
to humor his Luſt, and to enrage it - And. 
can talk of nothing with as much Satisfacti .! 
on as of a lewd Debauch; of his Project him 
for his beaſtly Pleaſures, or of the paſt Ado 1 
ventures of his Luſt And will he {ure to inYaWa 
ſert ſome of it in all Diſcourſes, and on a Fro 
Occaſions to vomit forth the filthy Scum th: 
floats on his Mind, and is ever moſt read! 
to be preſented to the Light of Day: Wh 

can be pleas'd with no Company orConverls 

but what winks at, or indulges this Brutagfing 

Humour, and makes it his Buſineſs to profÞſv1ll 

pogate the filthy Inclination, and induq; d t 

others to a Life of the ſame groſs and filius 
| Pic: 
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Pleaſures : Who will hearken with Pleaſure 
to all thoſe Hiſtories, Plays, Romances, Songs, 
that will humour his Luſc, and propagate 
and ſpread the Irreligious Paſſion. Who will 
make ſuch Perſons his pleaſing Society, as will 
moſt enflame him; and endeavours by his 
Wit and Raillery, his wanton Actions and 
Diſcourſes, to infet and poyſon all that 
come within his Reach. In fine; Such as 
the Prophet deſcribes, That aſſemble in Troops Fer. 3.7.8. 
in the Harlots Houſes, that are like fed Horſes, 

each neighing after his Neighbours Wife. i. e. 

That take Care to pamper and feed their Luſt, 

br Luxury in Meat, and Driak, and A p- 

are], and by taking all Occaljons that offer, 

Jto fan the luſtful Fire that works within, 

Ithat it may blaze out in the molt dange- 

Jrous and waſting Flame. 


:# 12. THE Prodigal. He who reckons 
himſelf Lord of his own Eſtate, that he may 
Ido with it what he pleaſes, and ſquander it 
away in what vain Expences, on what vain 
projects he will, without being accountable 
Mio any, or ever examining. for what Ends 
an Eſtate ſhould be ſpent: That in all Com- 
Jpanies, and on all Occaſions, is free and rea- 


Ady to ſcatter his Treaſure, without enqui- 
Fring into the Reaſon of his Expence ; and 
will gratify the Laviſh Humour, tho' it be 
o the Diſhonour of GO D, the Diſtaſt ot 
his Friends, the Hurt of himſelt, the Ru- 


11 
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in of his Eſtate, tho? he reduces himſelf toffer 
extream Poverty, or diſgraceful Beggary, [Gar 
by his wild Profnſion: Who reckons him. Iſgus 
ſelf an Abyſs of Treaſure, ſcorns therefor:onal 
to regard the Waſts made on his Eſtate, or tion 
to look forward to approaching Beggary,ſreck 
byg as long as it laſts, will merrily expendBand 
it, & tho he reproachtully begs and ſcarves 

at laſt. I 


NAY, I muſt conclude under this Head, He 
the Perſon that doth not make Waſt in hisÞabou 
Eſtate; if he doth in this unaccountableWdoin 
Manner, expend his Yearly Incomes ; if hefſvalu 
laviſhes out them without any ſerious Proſ. it ot 
pect or after · thought; or if upon a thought · ho 
ful Review he feels the Inward Gnawingskſuit 
and Reproaches of his Mind, will yet onffhis I 
the next Occaſion, forget all theſe Conſci-ffyal 
ous Upbradings, and be as extravagant and 
waſtful as he was before. 


AND much more muſt He included 
here, that to gratify this profuſe Humour, 
will make Seizure of what is not his own; 
that is (perhaps) under Ape, the Govern- 
ance of and Direction of Parents and Friends, 
and yet without their Privity or Conſent, 
will lay hold on all he can, to humour his 
expenceful Vanity; that in Solomon's Words, 

Pr.28, 24, Tobbeth his Father and Mother, and ſaith it is 
no Tranſgreſſion. And no Profuſion is great- 
| er 
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Jer or more unaccountable, than that of 
Gaming, when Perſons will at all Hazards 
Iſquander away Eſtates, without any Rati- 
onal Proſpect, or any valuable Conſidera- 
tion; fo that among the Prodigals, we mult 
rcckon the Gameſter as the moſt Eminent 
aad Notorious Fool of all. 


13. THE Idle Perſon may come next, 

becauſe of his Affinity with the foregoing. 
He who lives as if he had been made to walk Pro. 18. 9; 
about, aid waſt away Precious Time in 
doing nothing: That never conſiders how 1 Tin. 3. 
evaluable and Important, Time is, nor how +3: 
it ought to be ſpent ; but caſts off all ſerious 
Thought about Buſineſs, as what will no way 
uit a ranging unconfined Humour: Makes 
ſis Life one continued Diverſion and Remo- 
ral from every Thing that is ſerious, and 
(wou'd employ his Thoughts, or his Hands; 

to whom Confinement for an Hour is Irk- 

ſome ; whole chief Study ſeems to be, how 
Ape may do nothing: 
IN DEE D, that, ſtrictly ſpeaking, is im- 
poſſible 3 the Devil will fill their Hands 
ith Work, who endeavour as much as 
hey can to empty *emſelves of all Con- 
ern for Buſineſs. If they will not be em- 
is ploy'd in GOD's Service, or their own, 
„Hell make em Drudge for him, and buſy 
them in the vileſt Servitude. It is not poſ- 
t- ble for ſo active a Being as the Soul of 
of C Man, 


2 Theſ. 3. 


F Yo, 29, JÞ 
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Man, to ſſumber away Life in one perpet" Sci 


-Dozinels,or State of Non-Action. But wh: 


Perſons altogether neglect the Buſinchd; 
GO D ſent them into the World for, tn 
the Buſineſs which a due Regard to then 
ſelves or Families, adviſe them to mind th: yr 
are they idle. They do nothing, (ſhall + 
fay? ) they do much worſe than nothinFici; 
They make their Lives one eatire Vac om, 
tion: And tho' the Devil will find theFle: 
perpetual Employ ment, and make thteak 
Empty Heads the Forge of many a Vit a. 
Deſign, will indeed wear em out in Mees 
Drudgery; yet they gratify themſelves wiſhre 
being his idle Slaves. They gladly divQye 
from their own uſeful Work, the Woſfr e 


of GOD and their Generation, to be |}. | 


ploy'd on his moſt ruinous and ( map illi- 
Times) reproachful Deſigus and ServicFher! 


14.T M A Y ſubjoyn naturally to the Faſt, f. 
mer, the Buſy-Body : He that will mind tert 
Bulineſs of lis own, being the molt fit to bque 
troubleſome Intermedler with the Affairs hey 
others. Who having aothing to do for the 
ſelves, and yer muſt be employed aby 5 
ſomewhat, will therefore be troubleſoFin« 
to others, with the rejected Offers Ferg, 
That Service of theirs, which is worth rec; 
thing. They'll do nothing for themſelvſhe x 
but none more prompt and free, and u; 


ling to trouble others with their 1mper 
| | Ne 
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ent Services; and for this Purpoſe will 
ociate with them, pry into their Secrecies, 
er-hear their Buſineſs, interpoſe, direct 
d meddle where they are no Ways con- 
rnd, nor ſafely to be truſted: Who 
ill ſpread abroad, for Want of other Em- 
joy ment, whatever they are thus made pri- 
to, and thereby many Times, turn a 
icinage, yea, a Town, a Country, a King- 
om, upſide down; and who by carrying 
ales from one to another, will gradually 
eaken the mutual Confidence of the dear- 


and truelt Friends, render them by De- p;,.15. 28 


'Wrees, the moſt deadly Enemies; and pro- 
'Wre a Seperation between them that will 
Sever more be cloſed. In ſhort, who ne- 
Oer caquire whether their Service is regard- 
N, cheir Perſons eſteemed, their Offers 
'Sillingly and kindly accepted; little heed 
Fherher the Perſons who employ them, 
3 or diſpleasd, gratified or affr ont- 

, fervd or ruiud, fo they themſelves be 
Germetilers Never heed what the Con- 


quence of their Buſineſs may be, provided 
ney are buſied. 


15. THE ſportful Waſter of Precious 

ime : He who having no Deep and Saving 
er ſuaſions of the Worth of his Soul, or the 
reciouſneſs of Time, wherein he muſt get 
"Pe Happineſs thereof ſecur'd, conſumes it 
"hk idle Sports and Plays, which (as an ex- 
C 2 cellent 
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cellent Perſon ſaith) are ſtigmatiz d by the lit 


Idlers themſelves, with the Infamous Name p. 
of Paſtimes; and are contriv'd, and us'd for Ited 
no other End, but to gratify a prophane, ehe 
lewd, ſoft, ſenſual, cruel or empty Mind er 
Such as are Cards, and Dice, and Wakes care 
and Revels, and May-Games, promiſcuousſrer. 
Dancings and Stage Plays, Cock-fightings ;t 
and he who could have no Delight in Lite, Th! 
if it were not ſauc'd with theſe Frothy andhy e 
Fulſome Pleaſures z nor can take ſo much Sa. ſit, 
tisfaction in any Society as that of ſuch whoſhher 
will joyn with him in theſe ſportful Waſtsſyice 
of precious Time: Who hates to be con- Addi 
fin'd an Hour at a Sermon, or to hear Chriſsr9; 
ſtians with ſerious Pleaſure, diſcourſe of theſſo n 
great Things of G OD, their Souls, andſof { 
a coming Eternity; but cou'd dwell at Mee. 
Play-Houſe or at a Cock-match, at a BallJ(if | 
or a Muſick-Houſe, &c. and never be tirdfjnro 
with the Inſipid and Airy Pleaſure, and doesÞthei; 
what he can to invite and perſuade other from 
to the ſame Courſe and Rate of Living. IG © 
Nay, be the Recreation never ſo juſtifz B 
hable in it ſelf, yet he that uſes it immoJhy ſc 
derately, is to be reckoned a Fool: And he 
uſes Recreation immoderately, that waſt 1 
away precious Time therein, without anſſon; 
Concern to fit himſelf by it, for the SerJhyr 
vice of G OD, by rendring his Mind morꝗ Rich 
freeand lively, and chearful, in the Exerci court 
{cs of Religion: That uſes Recreation of + 
an 
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zuy ſort, for the meer Pleiſure thereof, 
without any farther Proſpect, ſuch as hecomes 
g Perſon, that by ſolema Profeſſion is devo- 
ted to GOD. And how much all Sports 
„ehen thus immoderacely uſed, tend to ren- 
er the Mind ſoft and ſenſual, ſtupid and 
„Icareleſs, is evident from the Lives and Con- 
Frerfations of ſuch as are moſt addicted 
Io them. The trifling Meanneſs of their 
4Thovghts and Converſe at beſt, and in ma- 
ſhy Caſes the Froth and Fulſome Lewdneſs of 
ic, and theti utter Abhorrence of, and 
oltherefore Unfitnels for, the ſpiritual Ser- 
vices of Chriſtianity (which the more they 
Addict themſelves to this Courſe of Life, 
erow ſtill the more hateful to them) are 
Ao many ſad Proofs of the melancholy Iſſue 
of ſuch a ſporful Life: So that Perſons have 
Need of no morethan their own Experience 
if they had the Power and Patience to look 
Minto themſelves ) to convince themſelves of 
their Folly and Madneſs, in being diverted 
from the great Buſineſs they have to do with 
160 D. in Order to ſecure for themſelves 
Ja Bleſſed Eternity, and ſave their Souls, 
„Aby ſuch a Courſe of Mirth and Pleaſure, 
Ie 
fy 1 MIGHT here add the covetous per- 
ſon; who talks of nothing with Plealure, 
[Jbut his Eſtate and Gains, his periſhing 
ARiches and Treaſure. The Ambitious who 
courts (with more Ardour than the Chri- 
3 C 3 ſtian, 


; 


[ 


6 


tian (alaſs! ) ſeeks for Heaven) the fich 


Favour, the empty Commendations and A 
plauſes of his giddy Fellow- Creatures 


I forbear, and {hall only add, becauſe 


will comprehend all the reſt. 


16. THE Irreligious Perſon. By who 
I mean Him, who hath only a negative Re! 
gion; who perhaps is guilty of few or : 
Vices we have already reckon'd up, 
in the mean Time, hath no ſolid Virti; 
no real Grace, no Love-and Devotedi:: 
toGOD, noFaith in CHRIST, non 
newed ſanctified Heart. But in his who! 
Converſation, diſcovers a ſecret Eami: 


againſt GOD, a Frame of Mind quit 


oppolite to the Temper and Tendency 
the real Chriſtian, whatever the partic 
lar Sin be, that reigns in his Heart, a: 
{ways him. With whom you may co! 
verſe throughout your Life, and never he; 
a Word tending to Edification, any fer 
ous Diſcourſe about his GOD, his Sv" 
the Heavenly Inheritance, his Hopes, 
Concern for Eternity, or the Path he mv: 
tread out to Glory; bur fills his Head pc: 
haps, with empty Notions, his Time wit 
Airy Diſputes, but takes Care that the lit} 
tle Religion he hath, don't ſink too des. 
into his Mind, and affect his Heart, . 
diſcover any Thing of the Power and Lit 
of Religion in his Practice, any Concer! 


$ 7 
YT 


4 


0 
elle 
| "4 Il, 


Ie; 
pthe 
1 oy: 
Cri 
pit y, 
with 
© xc! 


N 


$31 d. 
Falilce 


Flack 


for 1 
of 
talk 
ſome 
ion, 
Mine 
per 
ulne 
their 
mucl 
live 


Freck: 


£4 RC 


L077 


A 
ing a 
| ardic 
Mou 


; 
? 


( 39 ) 


G O D's Glory, or his own Salvation. Or 
lic lives utterly regardleſs of all Religi- 

bn, not affecting ſo much as a Shew of 
Ic; but is perpetually troubling himſelf and 
pthers, with News, Buſineſs, or other low 

Toys, Which make no more Mulick in the 
EChriitian's Ears, who lives in View of Ecer- 
pity, thau Rattles indeed, diſpleaſes them 
with al ungrateful Din, ( I mean when he is 
txcellively thus entertain'd.) 

NO I but that ſoch Things as theſe may 
in due Meaſure, and at a proper Seaſon, be 
Hiſcours'd of. Chriſtians have Worldly Bu- 
ſineſs to mind, a Concera they ſhould have 
for the Church, and the World, they muſt 

Bof Necellity therefore ſometimes thiak and 
talk about thele Matters. They may be 
ſometimes allow d a little innocent Diver- 
ion, tor the neceſlary Relaxation of their 
Minds, that they may carry on their pro- 
F per Work with the g greater Eaſe, and Chear- 
falneſs, and Pleaſure. But they ſhould by 
their Converſation, diſcover that they have 
much better Things in View; that they 
Elive for another World, that they do not 
reckon themſelves ſertled here, but expect 
a Removal to a better, far better Heavenly 
| Country. 

| A NDO here I can ſcarce forbear inveigh- 
ing againſt the Dulneſs, Unbelief and Cow- 
ardice, chat in this frozen Age, ſtops the 
[Mouths of true Chriſtians, and ſuppreſſes 
4 C4 the 
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the Diſcourſe of thoſe great and weightMeek 
Things; but this is plain from the Doc] port 
rines of the Scriptures, That as far as Pon 
ſons are herein puilty, lo far they play t. Npare 
Fool, But he who lives in a continual I) Emuſl 
verſion from the great Buſineſs of a Chr'Fno ' 
ſtian's Life, that never thinks ſeriouſly c don: 
Heaven, or the Way thicher, is as well :Þupoi 
all the Fore- mentioned, a notorious Foo! GO 
being forgettul of one gr eat End for whic Pwitt 
he was made : His Society, as weil as their hie 
is juſtly to be eſteemed burtfuland ruiaor WO 
I proceed, at c 


II. TO ſhew who is to be reputed ple 
Companion of Fools, And this is a prop mix 
and neceſſary Enquiry, becavſe it can't ple 
reaſonably thought, that all ſuch as upcPety. 
any Occaſion converſe with them, are B 
this Danger: Sure, they dont poyſon ti: L 
Air, and kill with their very Aſpect ar ia, 
Breath? The Apoſtles Inter pretation Lov 


1 Cor. 5.9, his own Advice to the Corinthians, concert the! 


10. 


ing the inceſtuous Perſon, will help us hen they 
« wrote you (ſaith he) in an Epiſtle, not ma. 
„ company with Fornicators, yet not altoget/[Ueta 
&© with the Fornicators of this World,or with: res 
“ covetous, or with the Extortioners, or Wi it! 
wo Idolaters, for then muſt ye needs go out of to k 
* World. If their Company were to be aba!Þttio 
doned entirely, if upon no Occaſion, cheÞÞ 


were to be mingled with, Chriſtians * 
ee 


4 | 
Week out ſome uninhabited Land, and tranſ- 
port themſelves 3 and becanſe real Religi- 


on and Piety are not communicated from 
Parents to Children, every new Succeſſion 


muſt afreſh tranſplant, which GOD hath 
no Way required; and indeed were it once 
done, would bring a quick Deſtruction 
upon the reſt of the World; ſince 'tis 
GOD®% Regard to his Choſen, Intermingled 
with the Wicked, that reſtrains his Fury, 
which would otherwiſe break ont on the 
World of the Ungodly, and conſume them 
at once. And GOD hath been pleaſed 
to put Buſineſs into the Hand of his Peo- 
ple to manage, and by his Providence ſo 
mixt them with others, that tis impofh- 
ble for them wholly to avoid their Soci— 


ety. 
| BESIDES, the Chriſtian Religion does 
he baniſh Humanity out of the Earth. Chri- 


if:ans owe common Human Reſpect and 


Love, even to the moſt wicked, becauſe of 
the Common Principles ot Reaſon, in which 
they agree, and thoſe Remains of G O D's 


Image that yet continue in their Minds un- 


uefacd: Yea, they ought in all their Offi- 


res of Reſpect, to uſe a Friendly Freedom 


{ith them, ſuch as will diſcover their Love 


— — 999 
— 


to be real and unforc d, ſuch as in Conjun- 
tion with their other Behaviour, will ma- 


nifeſt chem to be much wiſer, and better 
riends, chan thoſe they have choſen for their 


dear 


John 2. 


8, 9, 
11. 


. 


10. 


6429 


dear Aſſociates : 


thereto. 


mily 


of the ſame Capacities and Nature. 
this Reſpe ſhould be greatned by the tri; 
Tenderneſs of a Chriſtiaa Affection, 21! 
ſhould diſcover it ſelf by a Willingneſs 8 


oblige them by all due Civility and pro. 
per Acts of Kindneſs; vea, and comp]; 
with them, where it may be done withou: 
Prejudice to themſelves, Companions, o. 
the Honour of their LO R D, which mi! 


weigh more with them than all other Con 
ſiderations whatſoever. 


ter Men had well drank. He ſhew'd his H. 
manity, by being at the Feaſt upon las; 
tation. 


their Sakes wrought this Miracle, yet vi 
can't imagine he would thus far have con 
ply'd with the Invitation; much leſs ch: 


he would have furniſh'd them with mot 


And when they avoid then! 
Society, ſhould uſe all proper Methods 0 
convince them that it is not Disreſpect to 
them, but a Concern for G O D's Honour, 
and their own Salvation, that adviſes then 
So that Chriſtians muſt not vt: 
the Wicked for their Familiars, witn th: 
ſame Eſteem and Affection, that they hav: 
for their Fellow Members of the ſame Fa. 
of GOD: Yet are they to ſhew to 


them the Reſpet which is due to Mer 
Yea, 


We read, that on 
Saviour himſelf was preſent at a Marriage 
Feaſt, and converted Water into Wine a. 


And tho he had a further Rega 
to his Diſciples, by being there, and id 
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Wine when Men had drank freely, it ir 
were not lawful to be preſent at a Feaſt 


among wicked Perſons, and be inno- 


q 


| 


cently free and Friendly in their Society 
there. So that we malt except here ſuch 
a Converſation wih the Wicked as is ne- 
ceſſary for the carrying on of Worldly Bu— 
ſineſs, or to ſhew that Chriſtianity hath nor 
alter d the Man tor the worſe, but that 
he hath by ic acquird a further Capacity, 


and Readineſs for the Diſcharge of all truly 


Human Offices. 

MUCH more muſt we except all pru- 
dent Converſation with the Wicked, which 
is deſigned for their Reformation and real 
Ppiritual Advantage. Such was our Saviour's 
Converſation with Publicans and Harlots, 
with which the ſelf-juſtifying and boaſting- 
Phariſees reproach'd him, and in which he 


BUT what is it then we are here to 


| 1 bnderſtand by 4 Companion of Fools? Whom 
ere we to repute ſach? Why in ſhort, He 


: one, who for no juſtifcable Ends, coth 
requently and pleaſedly aſſociate with tuch, 


* chooſe them for his Companions. A 


| 


| 
; 


* 


lan may converſe with ſuch frequently on 
thc good Deſign before mentioned, and car- 
ky it pleaſedly towards them; nay, with a 
hew of the warmeſt Affection, as long as his 


roſpect of doing Good thereby continues, 
without 


Mat. 11. 


I 9. compa- 
red with 
js to be imitated as Tar as poſſible, by his aze.s. 10. 


{ Miniſters. 


11, 12,18. 
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without being deſervedly reputed their Com. 

panion. He may have to do with them tre- 
quently,in carrying on his Worldly Bulineſs, 
when he doth neither chooſe their Society, 


nor 1s pleaſsd therein. He may (when he 1; 
in ſuch Company) diſcover himſelf pleas'd, 
if he can do ſo innocently, tho? he won't 
frequently adjoyn himſelf to it. He may 
in his Buſineſs, and in common Acts of 
Friendſhip, be both their trequent and plea. 
ſed Companion, when he is not ſoby Choice, 
bur prefers other Society far before it, 
and can with more Pleaſure adjoyn him. 
ſelf thereto. But he that without any juſti. 
fable Reaſon, can frequently and pleaſed!; 
uſe ſuch Converſe, and chooſe and prefer 
It, 1s the Companion of Fools here ſnoken of; 
who is ſo much endanger'd by his Society. 
By this Explication it ſeems that the De. 
{cription muſt be taken entirely to give us 
a compleat CharaCter of the Perſon we de- 
ſcribe ; yer it will not be improper to con- 
ſider its ſeveral Parts. I ſay then that, the 
Perſon who in our Text is called a Com: 
panion of Fools is one that 


1. Aſſociates with them frequently. 


2. He doth it with Pleaſure and DelightÞ 


0 


3. He doth it without any valuable Res. 
ſons. 
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4. He doth it ont of Choice. Let us 
Ja little conſider each. 


1. A Companion of Fools is one that fre- 
Jquently aſſociates with ſuch. He makes it 
| his Practice, and his Courſe of Life. In com- 
mon Diſcourſe he is not called the Com- 
panion of others, who hath once and again 
been in their Company, but then ceaſes to 
frequent it Nor are we ſo to uuderſtand 
it in this Caſe. A Man may unwarily and 
accidentally be caſt upon them, but in a little 
| while withdraws from them, and deſerts 
the Society, he is not thereupon to be reck- 
ond one of the Members, or accounted their 

Companion. But he that uſes their Com- 
| pany not only once, but frequently, con- 
| ſtantly adjoyns himſelf to them, as often 
Jas his Leiſure from Buſineſs will give Leave, 
F or he can ſpare the Time from the neceſſa- 
Fry Affairs that ſometimes with-hold him; 
Fand will ſometimes break thro' ſome of 
his Buſineſs to enjoy the Society: That 
always ufes his belt Endeavours to make 
one of the Club when they are together, 
and as often as he can, converſes with them 
ſingly, is moſt juſtly to be adjudg d to the 
Society. He is by ſome very forcible 1ye 
pand Engagement, a Member of it. Let the 
Perſons be Fools in whatever of the Fore- 


wentioned Inſtances, whether Infidel or Pro- 


: 
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phane, or Knave, or Lewd, or Prodigal, 
or Idle, &c. He who doth in this Mag- 
ner frequent their Society, is certainly 
Companion of theirs. 


2. A Companion of Fools doth aſlociatc 


with them with Pleaſure: I mean not on. 


a Pleaſure ſpringing from the Chriſtiz,;þ 
joyful Senſe of performing the Duties ot 


Civility to Men of the ſame Natural Cape. 
cities and Powers, but from an Inwaid 
Suitableneſs to a Society thus qualificd, and 


aReliſh of their Converſe. So that he long 
for the Company when abſent; and when 


preſent, could ſpend Days, nay Years, hi: 


whole Lite with them, without tiring (hau 


I ſay) or rather wiſhing to he tird: Tho 
the Mind will by Degrees, abhor the trivia 


or Brutiſh Pleaſure, the Man falls out wich 
his tiring Faculties, and would fain hav] 


the Pleaſure maintain'd throughout his 


Life, in its higheft Reliſhes. He feels nd 
Loathing of their Sins and Follies, but i 
tickled and gratified with the empty aud 
wicked Converſe; could dwell with them 


and when he is conſtrain d to leave them a: 


ſeperate from his Society, doth it with UnÞ 
willingneſs, againſt which he can oaly b 


reliev'd by the Thoughts of renewing ti 
delightſome Society on another Seaſon. E 
can meet with no ſuch Entertainment b 


himſelf, or wich any others as with them 
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even when they rant at the higheſt Rate, 
and play the Fool in the moſt Egregious 
Manner. Such a Perſon not only frequents 


the Society, but makes one of them with 


his whole Heart. 
NAY, we muſt add here, that he who 


is knit to the Company with true Affecti- 


. 


Jon, the he doth not frequently adjoyn 


himſelf to them, becauſe neceſſary Buſineſs 
will not give Leave: Who when he is with 
them expreſſes the higheſt Satisfaction, that 
he can have ſo much Vacation for the En- 
joyment of them, muſt be accounted a Com- 


panion of theirs; becauſe altho' ſome urgent 
| Buſineſs conſtrain him, againſt his own In- 


clination, and to his Diſpleaſure, to be ab- 
ſear, yet his Soul is with them; he languiſhes 


| perhaps, or feels at leaſt an Inward Grief 


that he is witkheld from ſuch Company. 


3. A Companion of Fools aſſociates with 


| L em, without any valuable Reaſons, without 
1 propoſing to himſelf any Good End, by 


the proper and free Bent and Tenden- 
E of his own Nature. So that he can 


'F give no other Reaſon for it, beſides a cer- 


tain Suitedneſs to the Company, which he 
feels within: Never examines into, or 
J ists the Moti ves that brings him amongſc 
them; only he feels a ſecret, but ſtrong Im- 
| pulſe upon him,which carrys him thither and 
detains him there; and when once he is eu- 
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gag'd, is ſo wholly taken up, that he never at. 
tends to the Motives that puſh him forward, 
or the Principles that act him. But as N 
Beaſts of the fame Nature and Quality, by 8 
a ſecret luſtinct, without the Guidance or M 
Conduct of Reaſon, Herd together: So he. 


having ſuffer'd his Reaſon to be charm! pv. 
aſleep, and thereby render?d uſeleſs, is now wel 
led on by the Powerful Influence of a vitia- =p 
ted Nature, to accompany Men of the ſame vs 4 
Principles. There are ſome ſecret Charms f 
that bewitch him, that at once allure and * 
faſten him. He can no Way account for an 
Pro. 17.14. his Behaviour, but by telling you, that "tis . 
Nature and Temper, and Inclination, and 155 0 
ſome Secret, he knows not what, that hur- a) 
ries him on without any fober Thought or Nit 
Conſideration. E 
SO that he hath neither Buſineſs to juſti- IU 

f 198 

fie him, and much leſs hath he any De fon 


ſign to do Good amongſt them, by con. Epref 
vincing them of their eminent Folly and 
Wickedneſs, and uſing Perſwaſious with be f 
them to bring them off from their evil; 
Way: Nor is it a decent Civility he ſome- Non 
times pays to them as Men; bur tis ſome 5 
endearing Charm faſtens him to the So- 
ciety. In one Word, he loves them and Choi 
joyns himſelf to them for no other Rea-Þ 
ſon, but becauſe he is hurry'd on by the Rich 
commanding Inſtia&t of that Blind Prin- Ni. an 
ciple. 
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4+ A Companion of Felt aſſociates with 


them out of Choice, not barely by the 
Neceſſity of his Buſineſs, or to teſtify his 
Reſpect to them as Men, whilſt he hy no 
Means approves the Society, or chooſes it; 


nor can be confind to it without Regret, 


any farther than theſe Conſiderations may 


abate of the Tædium, and render it fome- 


what leſs weariſom: But he doth it 


ont of Choice, becauſe he prefers the So- 


ciety 3 he loves ir, delights in it, chooſes 
lic before all others: Not by a Choice 


pro hic & nunc, on the preſent: Occaſion, 


as à good Man may chooſe the Compa- 
joy of a Wicked Perſon before that of 


Fone truly Religious, when he has Buſineſs 


with the Former, and not with the Latter; 
{or whilſt he hath a Proſpe& of doing him 
good, and aſſociates, with him on that De- 
gn; but by a Choice made by a ſettled 
preference of Eſteem « Nor do I mean that 
this ſhould be ſo ſettled a Preference, as that 
he ſhould never feel any Renitency with- 


ia, ſome dying Perſuaſion of the Injuſtice, 


Folly, and Madneſs of ſuch a Preference, or 
never form any faint and langviſhing Re- 
ſolutions to renounce it, and make 'a wiſer 
Choice. But I intend fuch a ſettled Prefe- 
rence, that if the Mind goes a little ebay bon 
wich ſuch a Thovghe; 'Udth again overpoil 
it and bring the Man back with a free and 
Sint Mang 5 17 | Pleaſing 
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pleaſing Aſſociation with the ſame Comp hne 
ny. So that it hath his higheſt practice 
Eſteem, he doth apparently take more Ple:. 
ſire therein, and when left to his tree Choice 
will abandon all other Company whatever 
for the Enjoymeat of that; yea, reckons it 
Confinement, Reſtraint, Impriſoamear, t 
endure any other Society, or to be with 
held by any Things, Perſons, or Buſineſ 
from the valued Enjoyment. He is nev: 
fo caſy, ſo pleas d, ſo free, elſewhere : 
among, them; he is more uneaſy in himſelf; 
more Ixkſome and diſpleaſing to all arounſſ 
him. 

SUCH a Perſon as this, who in the Manfger | 
ner deſcrib'd, uſes the Society of wicke the 
Fools, is juſtly to be reputed their Companiſꝶ full 
on. Vea, he who doth in one of theſe Inſgreic 
{ſtances (as we have open'd their Meanine if 
aſſociate with wicked Perſons, is to be eſtecmſſh1jy 
ed a Companion of theirs. If he doth fre ſ H« 
quent their Company, if he be tickled an(har 
pleas'd therewith, and feels an Inward Serge 
tisfaction ſpringing up in his Mind, when lhder 
is with them; it without Conſiderationflbr o 
of the Reaſons by which he proceeds, ener 
a natural Tendency of his own Inclinatihd g 
oh, he be led to them, if he doth in thifWho' 
practical Eſteem prefer the Society, tho ture 
doth not conſtantly frequent it, tho he mayſſhe M. 
to cheat himſelf, Forge ſome Motives to in erat 
duce him into their Company, ſome os hs th 

| on 
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ſons to excuſe his being there, is certainly 
2 Companion of Fools; and in the ready Way 
to be deſtroy'd, be the wicked Perſons with 
whom he affociates of what Nature or Kind 
pever, and guilty in whatever of the fore- 
mentioned Inſtances; which we proceed in 
the 


III. Place to make appeat; to prove to 
Pa; that ſuch a Companion of Fools is in the 
feady Way to certain Ruin. And here it 
hight not be improper to look over parti- 
@ularly, all the forementioned Inſtances of 
icked Folly; and ſhew you in what Man- 
er the Society of ſuch tends to the Ruin 
f thoſe that uſe it. But not deſigning here 
full Diſcourſe, I ſhall not deſcend to any 
Warticalar Conſideration, but content my 
if with ſuch general Hints as I think Will 
l i wh evidence the Truth. 

S HOWEVER, tis proper to tell you; 
rat! take the Word Ruin here, 1a the moſt 
*Wree and comprehenſive Senſe as including 
"i der it every Thing that is miſchievous; 
oft one particular Calamity or Evil, bur 7 
beneral Deſtruction of the whole Man; Soul 
ud Body, in this and in a future World. 
higgno' the Ruin of the Soul (eſpecially in a 
ture Life) be that which ſhould moſt affect 
a) de Man, and deſerves the moſt ferious Cott 
inWeration, yer ſach Society not only threat- 
els chat with Deſtruction, but alſo to make 
IN! 13-3 a 


| 
i 
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upon the Body, a Reproach on the Perſon, 
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Waſt on the Eſtate, bring Decay and Deatiſ}, 


to defame and degrade him, pine him with 50 
Sickneſs or Poverty, and will kill him a 
the Laſt. ö 

HOWEVER, the Ruin brought up. . 
on him by ſuch a Society, is not effected by Pe 
one Method of Action: Sometimes it pro. 
ceeds from Contagious Propagation; himſelF 
takes the Diſtemper from them, and ſicken 
and dies : Sometimes he only expoſes himſeſ 
to a Ruin wholly from without, to which 
himſelf contributes nothing beſides a fooliſ 
and. an unwary thruſting into the Society 
Thus the Malicious, and Knaviſh, and proud 
and Quarrelſome, hurt aud ruin many with . 
out communicating their Malice, and Ka 
very, and Pride, and fiery Lemper, to tho 
with whom they converſe, Tho' really ther: 
is ſcarcely one of all the Inſtances we hay 
mention'd, but what is Contagious, al 
more effectually and intalkbly deſtroys by 
communicating}, the fame Diſpoſitions t: 
thoſe with whom they aſſociate, - But havin 
kinted chus much for the clearing our Way 
1 think the Truth may be manifeſted | 
tho following Conſiderations. 


7.5. TH E Fools here, il which we hai 


given you ſome Account ) are themſelves ot 
bow ready Way to Ruin: "Trl 
Hum c ll 30d : 0 f A. B 
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BY 
{ 2. BELOVED and pleafing Society, 
{powerfully induce the Companion to the 
[ſame Courſe of Lite with themſelves. ' 


3. GOD doth oftentimes puniſh; and 
Men commonly form their Judgments of 
Societies in the Lump, (it I may fo expreſs 
|. ) without making any Diſcrimination. 


| N Caſes of Difficulty, wicked Compa- 
Jaions ule to give very hurttul and ruinots 
Advice. 


Toi is in greateſt Diſtreſs, and moſt needs 
heir Aſſiſtance, they generally deſert him; 


nd have neicher Will nor Power to afford 


Him any. 


. T HE Fools here ſpoken of, are them. 
| elves1n the ready Way to Ruin. Tis need- 
eis ſure to go about to prove, that many of 
he Perſons we have mentioned are haſt'ning 
way to certain Deſtruction, Tis evident 
Wt all of chem, (ſince they live under the 
Reigning Power of ſome one or more Sins, 


and are therefore vader GO D's Curſe, and 
able to his Wrath} that they are halt'ning 
way to everlaſting Miſery, unleſs G O D 
Noth by his Grace, ſtop them in their Way, 
N zud change their Hearts and courſe of Li- 
D 3 ving. 


10 


5. And Laſtly. W H E N the Compani- 7 
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ving. There is no one Truth more plain 

reveald in the Book of GO D, nor mor: 
agreeable to the common Principles of Re: 

ſon, than that ſuch as live under the Do; 

minion and Power, in the habitual and cuſto. 

mary Practice of Sin (one Sin againſt GOD 

are wicked Perſons; nor any Thing mor: 
evident,than that ſuch are condemn'd by ti; 

Law, and continuing ſuch, unrelievable by th: 

Goſpel ; and therefore of Neceſſity, exposF... 

to everlaſting Miſery and Ruin, both of Sou e; 

and Body, in a future Life. 876 

AND indeed, tis evident to Reaſon, vi 

ſible in Experience, aſſerted in Scripture 
Pr. 23. a2. that many of them are on the Road to Tem 
2 Fr. porary Ruin in this Life, to Poverty, and 
. „. 1. Shame, and Pain, and Sickneſs, and a greaſy, 1 
Pr. 29. + many other Evils and Calamities of the pre g. 
ſent Life. Thus the Glutton and Drunk 

ard, and Luſtful, and Idle, are on the hig 

Road to Diſhonour and Shame, and Beggar): 

to miſerable Rottenneſs, Diſtempers, and gest 

Death. And I need not tell you, how man gor. 

of this Sort of Fools, have for a ſhort Sea. 

fon made a mighty Blaze, conſum'd their 
Eſtates, Beggar'd their Families, poy ſone Nar 

and rotted their Bodies, and hurry'd them. beg. 

ſelves away like Madmen to the Graue 

How many of them have been deſpisd ann g 
reproach'd whilſt alive, and in Anguiſh o = 
Conſcience, and terrible Deſpair, as well and 

under the uſual aggravated Torments of I. Tin 

A temperance; 
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temperance, have yielded up their Souls 
Fro Juſtice, and been dragg'd away to yu. 
Jareadful Tribunal of GOD. ' a 
AND the Conſequences of many of the e 
Pocher Vices are as Fatal, and as obvious, tho P-, 2:: 5: 
Wor ſo much attended to, The Malicious, 
Proud, and Quar relſome, and buſy Fool, is 
Jexposd to a great many Miſchiefs in the | 
preſent Lite, lives avoided and abhor'd, car- 

ies about with him a fretted Mind and a 
Fragiug Conſcience, brings upon himſelf 

firſt Hatred, and then Ruin, and dies at laſt 
Funder the ſame Diſrepute and Abhorrence 1 in 
which he liv'd. 
Na Courſe of notorious and grofs vice 
JJ commonly begun in a Breach of GO D's 
"THoly Day, a flight of bis Worſhip and'Or- 
Fdinances, and grows compleat in Rampant 6 
Protanefſs and downright Infidelity. So that 
it is as evident of them, as of all the fore- | 
going, that their Tettdercy is ruinous and | 
(deſtruQive; not to obſerve to you that'G OD 4 
JJoth in the common Courſe of Ptdvidehce ö 
Jponiſh many, or moſt, or all of theſe Sins; 
Jeſpecially profane Contempt of hmſelt, and 
Name, and Day, by immediate Jadginents, 
beſides the natural and neceſſary Tendencies 
Jof the Vices themſelves: - | 
F AND tho the Knave may ſeem ro pro- 
miſe fair for an Eſtate in the preſeat World, 
Fand doth oftentimes procure it, yet many 

Iimes the Curſe of GOD renders all his 


D 4 Knaviſh 
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Jer. 17. 11. M own, and catails Infamy, Diſgrace, 
Pſ.55+ 23. - Fame and Poverty, on his Poſterity. 
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Knaviſh Cunning unproſperous. He ge 


wn hurries himſelt away from that Belo. Nef 
orld which upon any Terms he wil, 


2. BELOVED and pleaſing Societ; Ive 
do for the moſt Part yery powerfully in Nh. 
duce, ſuch as accompany them, to the ſam: 
Courſe of Living with them. There is : 
ſtrange Propenſion in Human Nature to So. fg 
ciety, ſtrange Charms in Friendſhip and the u 
mutual Interchanges of Love: So that no- Mat 
thing is more Natural, than for Per ſons, at al ip 
Adventures, and on all Occaſions, to defend 
their beloved Friends. The Paſſion of Lov: fi 
having been in all Ages upon this Account. 
reputed 2 blind one. It ſees no Faults ir 
the Beloved, however groſs ones may in Re- 
ality be committed þy him; or if theſe arc 
too notorious to be overlook'd, Love ſk 
doth. ſtrangely extenuate and lefſen them: 
So that a Vice which in another can't be be. 
held, or talk'd of without Horrour, loſc: y 
much of its hideous Form when committed! 
by a Perſon belov'd. It doth on the othe; i 
Hand, create many imaginary Beauties anc 
Charms, and dreſſes out the Beloved on al 
Occaſions, to the higheſt Advantage, grow: 
Jonpatjent, it any Thing be ſaid to his Pre-. 
judice or Diſhonour. And 'tis obvious how | 
Faly a Tranſition it is from this Love and . 

| Appro- [ 


„ q 


- — — 
— — — — — — — — — — — — — 


490 


Approbation, to the Imitation of his Way 
bf living. So juſtly doth the Apoſtle tell us | 
u, Communications corrupt good Manners, 1 Cor. 15, | 
NA, this Society comes recommended 53* 
o the greateſt Advantage, by that ſtrange | 
Degeneracy and Corruption which hath 
ver ſpread the Human Nature ſince the Fall; 
which hurries him away with a violent Cur- Rn, 7.15, 
ent of Affection to forbidden Objects, 19. | 
: FCompany, and Pleaſures. So that he car- 
es with him wherever he goes, a great 
wicableneſs ro vitious Society; inſomuch 
har their Vices meet with the ſecret Ap- 
Fobation of his corrupted Heart, (which in- 
ces him fondly to affect their Com- 
ny And tis no Wonder it his Love for 
De Company, ſhould very much tend to en- 
i Wme and improve his natural Corrupt and 
Hill Diſpoſition: No Wonder that when 
el, or che molt eaſily Inflammable Materi- 
e be caſt on the Fire, it ſhould blaze forth 
„ch the more Force and Fury. So that 


c- hy a Sort of reciprocal Impulſe, the Man's 

n naturally evil Heart hurries him into N 
0 Ws Society, and faſtens him to it with De- 5 
er ht, and the Society radicates, confirms x 


WW improves this evil Diſpoſition of his; 
u thereby renders him ſtill more fond of | 
vW Company, more warm for, and more | 
e- Nas'd with the Enjoymear of it. 

AND tho' it be true, many of the par- 
ndplar Fools we have mentioned, ſeem to 


O 4 have 
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have no Charms to endear their Society ; |; 
ſuch as the Proud and Knaviſh, and Mali. 
cious, and impertinently Buſy; yet ' tis very 


— rarely (if ever) that one Vice reigns alone: Þ 
Ordinarily there is a Complexion of Evil; 4 
Tyrannizing in that Mind where one is al. 70 
lowed an uncontroul'd Dominion; and 0 
hereupon, tho” the firſt Inducement to ac 
company with them, may be of a Nature 70 
quite different from the Reigning Vice, yer 8 

Pr. 2 2. 24, gradually ſuch very hateful Tempers are » 


25. 1 6. ſpread thro the Society, and by a very fe. I: 

ol tal Contagion, the reſt of the Companj 7 
transformed into the ſame Frightful Foo!: [ ; 
And there is no one particular Vice in th 
World, of which Human Nature is not ſuc 

ceptible, to which it hath not an innar: 
Proneneſs, (if it be not rectify'd and cureifi th 
by Grace,) provided there be Opportunit; L 

and Tentations to ſet Fire to the prepare 
Materials within. 

UPON the whole, it is no Wond: Ky 
if a Perſon ſhould gradually (indeed by r 
ſhort Aſcent) become like his finful Belo ve * 
Aſſociates, when not only Man's natur! 
Inclination to Society, and the Love to ti 
Companions which 1s eaſily grafted thereo! 
induces him, powerfully inclines him 
| ſuch a Reſemblance; but alſo the more pou 
i erful Inſtin& of a Corrupted Nature, th: 
ſnatches at all Occaſions to ſpread it ſe 
| 


farthY 


(59 ) 


© tarther, and grow to a more confirm'd Ma- 
lignity. 
AN D nou from theſe two Conſiderati- 
ons laid together, will reſult a very full 
proof of the dangerous and ruinous Influ- 
Fence of wicked Company. The wicked 
themſelves are in a ruinous Condition from 
their very Frame, Temper, and Tendency; 
and they naturally communicate the ſame 
FE Detormities and Diſtempers, to thole with 
hom they converſe, defile, pollute, and 
jatect them; and then it is no Wonder they 
Jhou'd be expoled to the ſame Miſchief and 
Ruin. 
Fr OWEVER, that the Matter may be 
made yet more fully evident, becauſe ſome 
powary Perſons may joyn themſelves to the 
Pociety, and not preſently ſee the dange- 
ous Plague overſpreading them, and may 
ereupon be induc'd to think they are out 
1 Danger; (Tho' I believe all will find, if 


* — —— - 


he very Society is Infectious, (even when 
| they are kept ſomewhat within Bounds by 
We Reſtraints of a ſoberer Preſence) and 
aves (at leaſt) a Diſreliſh in the Mind of 
bler and better Things, if a very ſtrict 
uzrd be not kept. I add, 


3. GOD doth oftentimes puniſh, and 
en commonly form their Judgment of So- 
ties in the Lump, ei | may ſo expreſs 1 

with- 


they give themſelves Leave-to think, that 


— — 
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out making any Diſcrimination. That ſich Þ 
i is the Method of Men in judging, is evi. 
dent from theſe Proverbial Speeches, to 
this Purpoſe, amongſt molt Civiliz'd Nati. 
ons, ſignifying, That no better judgment 
can be form'd of the Man, than by obſerv. 
ing what Company he keeps. So that what. 
ever the Man's Aſſociates be, himſelf ö 
eſteem'd one of the fame Temper, as well 
as one of the ſame Club, and thereupon treat. 
ed as ſuch. So that it is evident, he mut, 
bear a Share of their Infamy, and will beg 
dealt with by others with the ſame Cauti-Þ 
on aud Diſtruſt, will be eſteem'd by then 
as dangerous and hateful, as fit to be ſcornd 
ſhun'd, as the Society with whom he con-; 
F ſorts. So that if their Practices tend to D. 

| grace, and Shame, and Ruin, to the Lok 
of their Credit among Men, and to all th: 


[i ill Conſequences that follow thereupon, he | 
j and ſuffer with his Aſſociates. Not to tell 
) how many Times their too fond Love for 


i | muſt expect to he involv'd in the Calamit;, 
| 
| a dear Companion, engages them unwarlly, 
| in very hurtful and ruinons Deſigns, an 
N Encounters for the proſecuting his Quarrel 
| and expoſes them to Puniſhment, whe 
| | themſelves were (perhaps) ſcarce Actors, 0 
1 acceſſory in the Crimes for which they ſuffef 
ll; AND that GOD is pleasd ſomerime# 
* juſtly ro puniſh the whole Society indiffe 
0 reatly, for the Sin of the Members, ti 
6 om 
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ſome may not be as guilty as others, nor 


perhaps guilty at all of the hainous Sins that 
bale down GO D's Nee upon them; 


but only Lovers of the Society, and indu- 
ced thereby to over look the Sin, is a Matter 
notorious in Common Experience, and needs 
not be prov'd. Thus, the Company and 
Friends of Crab, and all that had a De- 
pendance upon him, were with him ſwallow- 


hat Incenſed G O D. to vindicate his Ho- 
nour by ſo remarkable a Vengeance. And 
tow often the Iſraelites were Sufferers for 


Ways to. be wonder'd at, when GOD is 


uch as heed not his Prohibition, but twiſt 
hemſelves notwithſtandingzinto ſuch an Ac- 
quaintance and Intimacy. Moreover, 


IN Caſes of Difficulty, Wicked Com- 
{anions uſe to give very hurtful and rui- 
ſous Advice. The Matter here ſpeaks for 
t ſelf, they can adviſe to nothing but what 
heir own wicked Hearts approve they 
| my 


ed up alive, tho we don't read of their be- Nn. 15. 
ing Partakers with him in the particular Sin, 32, 33. 


l their bare Familiarity with the Heathen, 

0 will be very notorious upon a diligent En- 

« guiry into their Hiſtory, recorded in the Bi- 

he ple. Even the good King Jehoſophat ſuffer'd 1 Ring 2 2. 
for his Friendſhip with wicked Ahab, and 32: 
Jerce eſcaped with his Life. And it is no 


pleas d to give ſuch a ſtrict and full Charge Pr. 4. 14, 
poainſt ſuch Familiarity,that he ſhould puniſh l;. 


| 
| 
l 
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muſt therefore adviſe to carry on Deſigns that] 
are no ways juſtifiable, or elſe notoriouſly {vin 
evil: And the Methods they adviſe to, muſt Band 
be as deſtructive as the Deſign is wicked; Pine: 
Miſery and Calamity being in the juſt Provi- Nand 
dence of GO D, a conſtant Attendant and|arc 
Conſequence of Si). And ſure it needs not{The 
be prov*d,that the Proud will by his Advicefbleſ 
bloat and ſwell the Mind of his Companion pe 
the Malicious ſharpen and ſet a keen Edgy a 
on his Temper; the Drunkard, and Glut had 
ron, and Luſt ful perſuade him to the Grati-Þ 
fication of his raging Appetires, &c. 

BUT tis in Caſesof Difficulty that thei 
Advice is eſpecially ruinous. If the Me: 
be at any Time affronted or 1njured bj 
others, how frequently do they adviſe ti 
the moſt deſperate Revenge? If in the Wa! 
of his Buſineſs, he be entangled and perplexi 
to what fatal Hazards do they, by their Ad 
vice, expoſe him? And how many Thou 
ſands have ruin'd themſelves by hearknin 
at ſuch Seaſons, to evil Councellors ? Bout 
however, the belt Advice they ordinarilF: 
give, is to divert from che unpleaſing M. 
ditation, and give themſelves up to a Cour 
of Jollity, that may ſtupify the Mind, an 
render it quite inſenſible of the Burthen th 
preſſes upon it. 

AN D they hurry them on to this Cour 
of Life, with more than common Veheme 


cy, if their Conſciences begin to awakgF us 
« by 
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and to upbraid with Sin; if a Beam of Di- 


vine Light raiſes a Conviction in their Minds, py, 1. x 5 
and brings them to any ſerious Thoughtful- 11,12, 13 
neſs about the Matters of G OD, their Souls, 14- 


and a coming Eternity. Here they labour 
ard to per{wade them off from the uneaſy 
hought, to flight and diſregard the crou- 
pleſome Impreſſions, to choak them up and 
Foverwhelm them by a Torrent of lewdMirth, 
y a groſſer Life of Dehauchery than they 
had led before; How intent are they upon 
Wecuring them for themſeves? How impatient 

df their growing Melancholy religious Fools? 
and how many Deviliſh Arts do they uſe 
Jo take away wholly, all Senſe and Feeling 
t Conſcience, that it may never more grow 


MWacaſy? They may be in no Danger of loſing - 


Feir Companion, or of having any uneaſy 
0 bovghts awakened in their own Minds, by 
is Convictions and Diſquiet. How do 
ey uſe after this Manner to beſpeak him ? 
uh! Tis a Madneſs to be thus uneaſy 
out Religious Trifles, the Dotage of me- 
ncholy Men, who dream of a Life beyond 
is, which none of them ever ſaw. Who 
ould bereave himſelf of the Comforts of 
Mime, and lead a Penſive and dejected Life, 
cauſe of the unprov'd Dreams of ſome 
nciful Fools, who wonld fetter up the 
orld by anneceſſary Reſtraints, and tura 
into an univerſal Hermitage. No, no; 
us enjoy our ſelves, whilſt Time laſts, 

ang 
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and take no Thought for hereafter; but ba 
niſh all ſuch uneaſy Thoughts from of 
Breaſts, as would ſtab our preſent Pleaſurqſio 
or confine our Delights within any Bound. 
choak up Conſcience, and drown its Crie h 
and if it will ſtil] be troubleſome, uſe Vio 
lence with it, and tell it that it ſhall be il q 
that we will not hearken to ſuch a doting;; 
Tormentor, but will drive on Time as meh 
rily as we can, in Wordly Purſuits, and chirjy, 
of another World, (it it muſt be thong pe 
upon at all) when there's no more Feliciſe;; 
to be had in this. But never let the Though4; 
of diſtant Inviſibilities, an unſeen G Ol 0 
and Hell, or the Upbraidings of Conſcienq | 
within, reſtraia us from thoſe Worldly Ono 
jets, that offer to our Eyes and Appetikq ; 
ſo many Charms and Allurements. Af: 
this Manner do they make their Addr b. 
to the grieved Soul; thus do they give thh; 
Advice for the Removal of his Troub! 
Oh mad and ruinous Advice! As miſch 
vous and Fatal, as if they directed a Swordfif þ 
the Breaſt of a diſtracted Companion, Im 
bid him thruſt Home to his Heart, and Peh 
thro' it with his own Hands, ſignifyingYred 
him (to heightea his Fury, and encourſiſtar 
him to make a certain Diſpatch) that chÞ$ 4, 
ſelves would bear him Company, and Naſt. 
open their own Hearts, provided he waſte « 
deſtroy himſelf in like Manner. gu 


m 
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5. And Laſtly, WHEN the Compa- 
ion is in greateſt Diſtreſs, and moſt needs 
Heir Aſſiſtance, they generally deſert him, 
d have neither Power nor Inclination to 
Word him any. Thus, if by following their 
Advice, or Example, the poor Wretch 
Wings Ruin on himſelf, becomes a Prey to 
'Kiſtice, the ſinful Companions ſhift for them- 
Wives, and deſert him: He muſt no longer 
pect Relief, or Help from them. If by 
Weir Society he hath been induc'd to mel: 
ay a good Eſtate, and reduce himſelf to 
 Wogary, he is kickd out of their Company, 
ad left to ſtarve for his wicked Folly : He 
Ono longer fit to Club wich them, but ſhames 
d reproaches his Aſſociates, and therefore 
ht withdraw. If by ſharping Gameſters he 
irs been chous'd out of his Money, andſtrip'd 
chi che very Skin, he meets with no Pity from 
bem 3 but the deſpicable Wretch muſt ſhifc 
ci himſelf; he may die with Cold and Hung- 
Yrdfif he will, they'll not relieve him. If in their 
» Þmpany he out-ſpends his Eſtate, contracts 
d Pebt, and for Default of Payment be im- 
inghred in a Priſon, and there be at the Point 
urFſtarving for Want of Neceſſaries, no Pity 
ch aa Ancient Companion ſtirs in their 
nd aſts; or however, they'll not abate a 
wilte of their own Expences for his Releaſe 
Support. How many Inſtances of this 
591 E Nature, 
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Nature, may our own Obſervation upon an 
eaſy Review furniſh us with? 4 
BUT (which is the moſt pityable Caſe | 
of all) if the Man be troubled about his Ever- | 
laſting Intereſt, and they cannot perſwade t 
him to wear off the Terror; if GO Dx þ 
Arrows ſtick faſt in him, and Mirth and! „ 
Jollity will not relieve him, then they) 
fly his Society, as molt frightful, leave] o. 
him to his [award Tortures; and as they ti 
cannot adminiſter to his Eaſe, ſo tney dare] u 
not afford him their Company. If by a De. 
bauch he be caſt into a Feavour,or lingriuzf gi 
Conſumption, and begins upon the Briak o 
Eternity to rub up his Eyes, look backwardp to 
on his paſt Actions, look forward to the on 
Everlaſting World whether he is going po 
and then in theſe concluding Moments, de gut 
fires their Company, that they would no inc 
eicher bring a Charm to eaſe the Inward! Etre 
Gnawings of his Conſciehce, or elſe ſerif} are 
ouſly hearken whilſt as a dying Man, he ſhew { Sin 
them the Folly of their Courſe of Life, ex stat 
claims againſt che Madnefs of his own, or. 
ſolemnly warns them to a quick Repentancq hic. 
There is none that have the Courage to com the; 
nigh him, they ſhun him as they would «Wy, 
Death and the Grave. He is in their Aq the 
count, the moſt Ghaſtly SpeQacle they c:MHe1 
look upon. [This 
AND how many, Sirs, do you meet wii pur 


who in this forlorn Condition reproach 'enÞ th 
(114 
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elves with their deſperate Folly, their Com- 
panions with their Unkindneſs, upbraid and 
| ſtab themſelves with painful and cutting Re- 

* fletions, and accuſe them? How do they 
thus bemoan themſelves ? Oh ! that I ſhould 
hearken to the ſinful Motions of my own cor- 
rupt Heart! To their Fatal Advices, and 
ſuffer my Company to put off the Tho ughts 

of GO D, my Soul, andian everlaſting Eſtate 
till now! Now on the Brink of another 
World, 1 ſee my Folly, but deſpair of a 
| Cure, acknowledge my Madneſs, my prodi- 
| | gious Madneſs, but ah! "tis too late. They 
have brought me hicher to this deplorable, 
| to this deſpairing, to this raging Conditi- 
on, and there they leave me; leave me ex- 
pos'd to che furious Tortures of mine own 
guilcy Conſcience, the terrible Wrath ot an 
incenſed GO D, and the killing Proſpect of 
q Eternal Miſery juſt before me, and now they 
are gone! They could hurry me on to that 
W Sin which hath brought me to this diſmal 
state, but now can ſay nothing to relieve 
0 lor eaſe me, and ſhun my Sight as intollera- 
ble. My Groans they can't hear, my Pains 
IM they can't eaſe, my Terrors they can't re- 
| Wmove, nor ſave me from the Grave, from 
Aq the Juſtice of GON, from the Miſery of 
A nell. And is this the Iſſue of my Delights! 
This the Facial Upſhot and Concluſion of 
vu dur Friendſhip ! Am l thus forgotten! Am 
en thus abhorr'd! Oh Melancholy Folly ! Oh! 
. E 2 Melan- 
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Melancholy Folly ! Oh Madneſs beyond Ex- 


reſſion or Thought! What have l done 


here am 1? In a Wilderneſs ſolitary and 
diſtreſs'd, and not a Friend comes near me 
Oh that | had dwelt more with GOD and 
Good Men! They would not have abandon- Þ 


ed me thus in a Time of Extremity. I ſhould 
now have them ſtanding round me with re- 
freſhing Cordials. Oh that I had fled ſuch 


very Ruinous Society, that I had rather 


paſs'd away my Life in ſome forlorn Corner, 
in ſome uninhabited Deſart among Lions 
and Tygers! But ah! I complain in vain, 
I muſt, (I ſee) | muſt away from all my mad 
Companions and Delights, make my Ap- 
pearance at the Bar of GOD, there to be 
condemned, and then thruſt from thence into 


Hell, to languiſh for ever in Chains of Dark- 


neſs, among that madder and Eternally rag- 
ing Society that inhabit there. 
WE have diſpatch'd the Three former 


Heads af our Diſcourſe, and proceed to the 


Laſt, to make Improvement, or 


IV. APPLICA TION. Is Wicket 


Company thus Infective and ruinous? Hence 
we may 


1. GIVE ſome Account of the prodigiou 
Wickedneſs that abounds in the World! 
Whence it has ſpread it ſelf ſo wide, and i 
grown to ſuch a Meaſure of Inſolence, 6 


that 


- 


* 
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that we may almoſt apply to the preſent 
lahabitants, the Deſcription G O D gives us 
of the Old World, which in dreadful Juſtice 
he ſwept away by the Waters of a Flood. 
| That all Fleſh had corrupted their Way, and © 9.11, 
the whole Earth was filled with Violence. i. e. 


The moſt daring and preſumptuous Sins. It 
may be fairly accounted far from the Do- 
Arine we have already laid down; for the 
Principles of Averſion from God, and Re- 
bellioa and Enmity agiafſt him, which are 


born with Man's Nature, in this ſtate of A- 


poltacy, incline him to all Evil. He hath a 
natural laſtinct that invites him to Society. 
His Love to Sin, and Propenſtions to Society 
(operating in Conjunction) do evidently ren- 
der him fond of evil Company; this ſuits him 
beſt, and moſt correſponds with his depra- 


ved Faculties and Appetites: And ſure tis 


obvious, that a Society thus pleaſing, plea- 
ling from his natural Inclinatioas to Socie— 
ty; more pleaſing from his potent Averlions 


to that which is good, and as powerful Fen- 


dencies to that which is evil, will do very 
much to heighten this ſinful Temper of his, 


to ſtimulate and puſh him forward to the 


more eager Commiſſion of Sin, and to em- 


bolden and harden him therein. 
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| T is evident, that tbe Society that moſt 


pleaſes, will have moſt Influence upon the 


Man, aad according to the Meaſure ot his 
Delight ia them, will their Degree of luflu- 
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ence be: And asevery Opportunity he en- 
joys their Company will the more endear 
them to him, ſo every Seaſon of ſinful Plea- 
ſure will the more enrage and confirm his 
Inward Diſtempers; as the rubbing of the 
Itch ſpreads it farther, or as the adding Fuel 
to the Flames, cauſes them to burn out with 
the greater Vehemence and Rage. And 
'tis as evident, that Example will give 3 
ſtrange Boldneſs in the moſt Hazardous At- 
tempts. A Man who by himſelf would be 
witheld from Sin by the Commanding Rc- 
ſtraints of Conſcience, or the Dread of Di- 
vine Vengeance, will in Company forger 
both one and the other, and venture, with- 
out any Remorſe or Reluctance, on what, 
whilſt alone, he had no Courage to commit. 
Emulation of others ſtirs on to the ſame da- 
ring Undertakings wich them. Mutual At- 
fection perſuades on to an Equality of Guilt, 
tho at the Hazard of Equal Vengeance and 
Miſery, to avoid being charg'd by a Be- 
loved Aſſociate with Want of Aflection, 
becauſe of an Unwillingeſs to run the fame 
Riſque with him, and defye the fame Dan- 
gers. 

T HIS being then (as we have made evi- 
dent) the natural Teadency and Effect of evil 
Company; and Man being a Creature very 
fond of Society in the beſt State of his Na- 
ture; ot evil Society in the preſent depraved 
State thereot ; it is no Wonder that Wick- 

edneſs. 


| ( 
edneſs, vaſt and Iſnolent Wickedneſs ſhould 
overſpread the Earth, as it now doth. 
THE lafection is already communica- 
ted to all; Society tends to ſpread it farther, 
the Miſcheif is capable of prodigious In- 
creaſe: It is no Wonder it ſhould be ſo Ge- 
ncral, no Wonder it ſhould be ſo monſtrous. 
Moreover we may infer 


2. THE Madneſs and Miſery of the 
greateſt Part of the World. Their Mad- 
neſs in being fond of ſuch ruinous and de- 
 ſtructive Society, their Miſery in living un- 
der the Influences thereof, ls it eaſily cre- 
dible, that Men who have the Uſe of their 
Reaſon, and ſee ſo many frightful Wrecks 
before their Eyes, ſo many Ghaſtly Ruins 
mide in Families and Eſtates, fo much In- 
famy, Contempt and Shame, ſo much Po- 
verty and Miſery brought on particular Per- 
dons, ſhould yet (by 1 know not what ſe- 
cret Spells) be bewitch'd with the ſame So- 
cacty that hath produc'd theſe very formi- 
dable Effects; and love it with that Fondneſs 
as if they courted Ruin, and were pleas'd 
avith the Thoughts of being undone ? 

> INDEED another World lyes out of 
Sizhte, and Men can very ealily ſhift the 
Thoughts of that, who will hearken to the 
Suggeſtions of their corrupt Hearts. But 
dne would think Ruins in their ontward 


Eſtate of ſo eaſy Obſervation, and ſo com- 
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mon Event, ſhould make deeper Impreſſi an 

upon them, and bring em to a more ſer {id 

ous Thoughtfulneſs. And in Reality, the in 

are never the leſs mad, for venturing on Rv. an 

in in another Life; (thoꝰ it be out of Sigh; N 

and they have not any Occular Demon(tr:. O! 

tion of the Certainty and Greatneſs of th M 

Ruin as they have in the other Caſes) becau mi 
tho' they ſee it not, yet they have as muc the 
| Evidence for the Truth thereof, as puts tg zag 
Matter ont of all rational Doubt as mucFrio 

as could fairly be deſired, as could wel] [tha 

given, GOD having pawn'd his own ese But 

racity and Faithfulneſs tor the Certain it 
thereof. / 
ALAS! What a ſtrange Blindneſs isn 

that of the depraved Mind of Man? WhuWof | 

a Numneſs hath ſeiz'd his Faculties, thi}Mhe 

he ſhould no more freely, no more ſengtbe 

oully think on the Matters that do molt higt WC», 

ly concern him? But by an Inſtinct as blinMhe) 

as what moves the Brutes, ſhould ad jo) er! 
himſelf to that Society that moſt ſuits wit tien 
Corrupt Nature, without looking bei. 

the miſchievous and deadly Conſequence y, 

of ſuch an Aſſociation. Methinks we miſſnd 

even transfer hither that Expreſſion of ies 

z Prt. 2 12 Apoſtle Peter, They are as natural Brute Beal f tt 
made to be taken and deſtroyed. Or that PiMels 

Fude 10. rallel one of Jude, What they know natura.)ſMcry 
in thoſe Things they corrupt themſelves. 1. an tl 


They act by the blind Impulſes of a Senluiuick 
| . | All 


/ 
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| and Brutiſh Nature, with as much Incon- 
ſideration as the very Beaſts, and by follow - 
ing Tendencies ot theirs, do groſly pollute 
| and degrade themſelves. And is not this 
Madneſs? ls it not worſe than Madneſs ? 
Oh! How mad then is the greateſt Part of 
Mankind? It is a Numberleſs Majority that 
mix themſclves with ſuch Society: Indeed 
they are very few who have eſcap'd the Con- 
zagion, and that not without the Interven— 
tion of the Mighty Power of Divine Grace, 
chat has ſnatch'd them as Brands out of the 
Burning, and ſav'd them from the common 
Miſchief and Ruin. 
AND is not the World as miſerable, as it 
lis mad and fooliſh, when the greateſt Part 
of Mankind by far, have ſuch a Fondneſs for 
the ruinous Society of the Wicked? Indeed 
(he whole World ſeems to the enlightened 
Chriſtian, a Great Bedlam, or Holpital, where 
the greateſt Part by far, are either diſtracted 
br maim'd, or elſe with the utmoſt Impa- 
hence and Eagerneſs, courting the Loſs of 
their Senſe and Limbs. And Wicked Soci- 
*, like ſome hideous Rock, on which Thou- 
Ends have been daſh'd in Pieces, and Bo- 
ies and Goods ſwim round on the Surface 
f the Waters; and yer, (Oh! fatal Mad- 
els !) others without any Horror at the 


| 
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a\{Mery frighttul Spectacle, will rhruſt forward 
en the ſame Miſchiet, tho they go down 
[u:WMuick to the bottom, and leave floating above, 
a the 
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the ſame Ruins with others who have go Þpti 
before them. The greateſt Part ot Mai. WW 4 
kind will keep to the Company which is | 
ſo dangerous; and that when the Dang«&Þ ch 
is obvious, and the Ruins of others appear, MW" 
whereever they look around them. N, 
if they had but the Liberty and Freedom on 
Thought, becoming Men, would perceives ? 
that the encroaching Miſchiet had already ch 
ſeiz d on themſelves, and is every Day ad. 
vancing forward their utter Ruin; if nass. 
in the preſent Life, yet in a Future, Where! 
the Ruin will be as ſure and inconceivably{P* L 
more terrible, tho? it be out of Sight. an!) © 
tho' they do what they can to put off tu 
Thoughts of it. [0 
ALAS! Can there be a more affeRin;Þn2l 
ProſpeR, than to ſee an Herd of Men defi- *! 
tute of their Senſes, and led on by I know": £ 
not what potent Charms of Society, leapin: 
headlong from a: Precipice, daſhing to 
Pieces in the Deſcenr, and ſcattering ti 
Ruins of their Bodies, their Blood, aid: 
Brains, and Bones on the Rocks in ti 
Way, and on the Ground below ? Yet, i 
3 Thouſand fold more frightful Proſpec 
we have before us, to ſee the Generali 
of Mankind following each other to Mi 
ſery and Ruin upon Earth, and to the is. 


comparably more Ghaſtly Miſery of a Fupnit] 
cure Hell; hurry'd on by the mighty lu. - R 
0 


pulſe of perſwaſive Luſt, the Inborn Cor 
ruptic|Þ 
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ption of a depraved Nature, the Charms 


fa mad Society, to Poverty and Shame, 
d Diſgrace, and Miſery, on Earth; and 


h miſerable State! Nothing can be con- 
ird more frightful, but the Accompliſh- 
ent of that Ruin, to which they are mak- 
2 very haſty Approaches. Let me graft 
the foregoing a 


3. HOW much Reaſon have all, (eſpe- 
Elly Youth)to be cautions of ſuch Society? 
e Danger is great and common, and tis 

ſy to ſee that Youth is eſpecially expos'd 3 

cauſe whilſt their Blood runs warmly 

o' their Veins, and the Motions of the 
„nal Appetite are ſtrong and live ly, 
che are more eaſily won hy the Tempta- 

n, grow fond of the Society, their evil 
its are the molt ealily confirm'd and im- 
ov d; ſo that the Poileſſion of their Hearts 
gene gotten is a laſting one, and they are 
ty hardly recovered when once they are 
barqued in the ruigous Society. And 
how frequently in all Experience, are 
ich entangled and undone by ſuch Com- 
y and that with Diſpatch? Not only with 
pect to the preſent Lite, bat what is 
h more fatal and deplorable, loſt for 
Fnity: Firſt give their Appetites the 
me Rein, and encourage them by the Ex- 
ole of their Companions in the higheſt 
10! ; | Extra- 


d the flaming Horrors of utter Darkneſs. ' 


» i 


Prov. 7. 7. 


tempt of the Laws of GO D, and an avon; 


6 


Extravagancies, check or bribe their Co; 
ſciences, and at length having ſear'd then 
bid Defiance to all Principles of Religion 
Honour, or Honeſty, and live in open Coy 


Disbelicf of the Truths of his Revel iti, 

SOLOMOMN(it is very likely) fro 
this Perſwaſion, addreſſes minv of the 1 
Chapter of his Book of Proverbs to his Sq; 


and in one of them gives a very remat wi 
ble Inſtance of the Prevalency of evil 5 1 


ciety with Youth. I beheld among the ſin 
ones, I diſcernd among the Youth, + you y | 
Man void of Underſtanding, that was calf? | 
ſeduc'd by the enticing Woras of an H 
And what the melancholy Conſeq ences, 
his Seduction were, the Series of the Cha 
ter diſcovers. 
HOWEVER, Youth are not the 0 
Perſons endangered: There is Society 
the World to ſuit every Age and $t 
of Life, with ſuccesful Temptatious, 
others proceed to the fore- mentioned . 
ſure of Blindneſs, Profaneſs, and Maliz 
ty, by quite different Steps. - _ 
BUT if this be the Melancholy SI. * 
of the Caſe; is it not molt evident, 
all Perſons have the Higheſt Reaton 
the World, to be cautious in the Choice. 
their Society? That they may nor tl 
evil lafluence, be harryd away into 
worſt and mo% provoking Sins: Nay; 


; 
4 
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ey avoid openly lewd and profane Com- 
any, yet if they mingle with ſuch as are 


ain and fooliſh, and have no Savour of 


eligion, their Converſe 1s like to breed 
Unconcern about the Things of G O O, 
it doth not produce a Contempt of him, 
d whatever 1s Sacred. And really, when 


e carry about with us corrupt Natures, 


at are ſo eaſily tickled and entic'd to that 


hich is ſinful, we have all need to uſe 
Fe utmoſt Caution in chis Caſe; eſpeci- 


ly, when an innate [nclination to Soci- 
y helps forward the powerful Tenden- 


of Luſt, makes the Danger therefore 


e greater, and the Succels of the Temp- 
tion more eaſy and ſure. 


4 THEN thoſe deſerve Reproof, that 
axe too bold with evil Company. Un- 
r which I comprehend ſuch who may be 
rilizd, but have no powerful Savour of 
eligion, nor by their Converſe diſcover 
y ſerious Regard to the great Matters 
G O D, their Souls and Eternity. And 
3s! Who is there that more or leſs, is 
t liable co this Reproof ? 


1. EVEN thoſe who are born again 


che Power of Grace, and have a pre- 


ling Abhorrence of that which is flatly 
il, a prevailing Flatneſs towards that 
hich is not truly Good; are yet too bold 
in 


—__ 


2 * N P * - 
— <. ei tre — — f —7——32 — 


- — 


- — 
— _— — — 


— 


„— 


— — 
——_— — 


(78) 

in expoſing themſelves in Society, too hirKhret 
dy in venturing, into, too frequent, angst 
free, and pleas d with the Company offach 
Evil Doers : For, alas! they have the RemMn c 
nants of Corruption in them, tho' they ne 
freed from the Reign thereof; and the Luſt Hor 
ings ot corrupt Nature are too much huþf : 
mour'd and fed by them. And it is (alas f f 
a Matter obvious in common Experienc:MWſhr 
that ia Compliance with their CompanyMan 
they too frequently cloſe their Mouths Matte 
GOD's Caule, lend a patient Ear to th 
Froth and Folly, if not to the dowarighff 2. 
Sin and Wickedneſs of their Companiongſro1 
and involve themſelves thereby in thei 
Guilr, thro' juſt Participation. 

NOR do they keep that Guard ove 
themſelves as they ought to do, but oft: 
hearken to their own corrupt Inclinationpea 
or the Iaſinuations of others, to their owWear 
Prejudice, Diſquiet and Miſchief, to th 
railing a Clamor within, by alarumin 
Conſcience; or what is much worſe, to thi 
making a Stand in the Chriſtian Life, 
laying it aſleep: 

AND alas! the Worldy Affairs whidhy t 
muſt be manag'd and carry'd on in fudith 
Society, frequently prove much to thepill 
Hurt, and they excuſe themſelves in theſe: 
ſinful Compliances, and unjuſtiſiable Pleaſeqer 
neſs with the Society, by a Pretence of nFruc 
ceſſary Buſineſs, let down their Watch, au 


ar 
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re then eaſily taken and overcome. Where- 
they ould never indeed mingle with 
ach Society, but with an heedful Obſervati- 
n of, and Reſtraint laid upon themſelves. 
nd as Solomon adviſes in another Caſe, 
Por the due Regulation and Confinemenc 
If an Appetite, whetted by the Preſence 
If ſuitable Objects, to keep a Knife at the Pro, 23. 2. 

hroats, ſo ſhonld they by a ſenſe of their 

anger, on all ſuch Occaſions, quicken their 

Attention and Vigilancy. But 

fl 2. THOSE are much more to be re- 
rov'd, who without any Care or Cauti— 
n, venture upon any Society. That lend 
patient Ear to all Temptations of this 
lature, without any ſerious Thought, or 
arefal Diſtinction; that without any Re- 
ect to the Danger or Fear of it, will 
earken to every inſinuating Argument that 
us d to invite them into any Company; 
nd ſo fearleſly and ĩinconſiderately expoſe 
hemſelves to the Danger and Miſchief(which 
e have ſhewn you) is to be expected from 
vil Company. He being ealily enſnar'd 
them, and held faſt, and ruin'd, who 
Fichout Diſtinction, or ſerious Thought, 
il thus expoſe himſelf. And doth he not 
h:Meſerve a very ſevere Rebuke, chat will at- 
er this Manner venture on his own De- 
Fruction, and to gratify unaccountable Hu- 
our, mingle with a Society of Mad- men, 
grow 
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grow raving as well as they, by being usd Her! 
to their Converſe, and at laſt periſh in. 
fallibly with them? Certainly, that Man bad 
who will thus offer himſelt to inevitable 
Ruin, deſerves the moft ſerious Reprod, Gn! 
if he ben't deaf to all Advice, and grow 


| Spi 

too dangerouily ſtupid to receive any Be. va 
nefit from it. But hs 
3. ARE they moſt of all to be reprov', 4 


who are not only eaſily ſeduc'd into wickeſhnd 
Company, but court it, and make it their; 
Buſineſs to inveagle aud ſeduce others: 
That are only gratified whilſt they are 
making themſelves vile among ſuch Com 
panions; and entring nawary and unſettled; 
poor Sinners, whom they can Influence, i 
the ſame Deviliſh Soctery : That comp 
Sea and Land to make Proſelytes, for tl 
Devil, and train them up in all the wick 
ed Arts and Practices themſelves uſe, ll 
Sear Conſcience, and work their Minds inte 

the moſt deſperate Contempt of G ON 

the moſt inveterate Hatred of any Thi:Wq ( 
that bears his Image. That are continual 
looking out for ſuch ( eſpecially amon 
the Youth) thar they can moſt eafily mak 
a Prey of, and when they have once entre 
them into the Club, do their utmoſt to we! 
off all ſober Impreſſions, and transfor! 
them into as very Beaſts and Devils lc 
themſelves ; who can laugh at the Terra, 1 

| 0 
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of Divine Juſtice, brave Hell and Damnati- 
on; in a Word are grown, Heroes in Luſt, 
and (as long as Opportunities and Temp- 
tations, and the Noiſes and Clamours of 
ſenſual Mirth and Jollitywill buoy up their 
Spirits, and Keep off all dreadful Appre- 
Whenſions of another Nature,) will ſhew 
hemſelves more deſperately Couragious 
than the Devils, by disbeleiving and turn- 
Dig into Ridicule, that Wrath of GOD, 
Jad Miſery of the Damn'd, which the De- 


iss believe and feel, and at which they Jan. 2. 19 


'Wremble: That cant be content to go to 
'WHell by themſelves, but do their utmoſt to 
eſtroy others with them; tho' at the ſame 
Time, they heat the Furnace of Divine 
rath the more glowing Hot for them- 
Wlves, and aggravate their own Miſery 
Id Damnation: Who uſe their main En- 
eavours to poiſon all the Society with 
hom they converſe, wtth their own miſ- 
tevous Principles, to communicate to 
em the ſame Meaſure of Inſolence in Sin 
d Contempt of GOD, which is grown 
tural to themſelves, to perſwade them 
caſt off GOD, Heaven or Hell, and 
ils away Life in one continued Rant of 
e groſſeſt Debauchery and Lewdneſs, and 
oy themſelves up in ſach a Courſe of 
"We, by a raging [nfidelity. 
* {SURELY, if the Society of ſuch Per- 
"Ws by the very natural Influence of it be 
' 2M Eginous 


Pr. 15.12.ces and Rebukes, they lavgh at the fe 
Au. 5. 10 and rage at the laſt. Bur if they'll be 
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ruinous, (1 mean) when they do not 
themſelves with Vigor and laduſtry deu. 
propagate the mad Temper ; themſcl; ,. 
mult be doubly ruin'd, who uſe theßhre 
utmoſt Art and laduſtry to infect : 
ſenſualize others to make them vile, 3.“ 
lewd, and deviliſh. es 
INDEED theſe Men ſcorn our Ad m 


O 


mad, we muſt not forbear to ſhew th: ba 
their Folly and Danger-: And let th: 8 
laugh and rage on, 'tis but a very luft.“ 
While, before they Il as much ubraid chf. 
ſelves with their Folly and Madneſs; en 
en Thouſand-fold more than we can 44 
Ii, but a ſhort Seaſon, before they'll =4 
with much greater Vehemency againſt q | 
ſelves, than they can now rage againſt" 
if not in this Life, yet certainly wit! 
Repentance, in another ; when the In», A 
Torments of their own Minds willlf * 
tretting them for ever, and they in Sing 
guiſh and Horror will gnaſh their Ie In 


and tear themſelves to Pieces with "es 
own Hands, for their deſperate Coute = 


of the ſerious Advice, for their maliz. 
and devilſh Rage at the kind RebukF"'< 
ſuch as would have ſhewn them F'©2! 
Folly, perſuaded them off from the u fi 
ruining Deſign, and to a fitter and | pe 
uſeful Employment of their Faculties, 


(03 ) 
rs, and Induſtry. I ſhall cloſe up the Diſ- 


zurſe with an 


5. EXHORTATION to two or 
ree Sorts of Perſons. 


1. T O ſuch as have already been en- 
egled by wicked Men, and are their 


2mpanions. * My main Advicie is immes- 


Farely to deſert their Company; For 
O D's Sake, Sirs, ſtand ſtill a little, and 
'Febate the Caſe with your ſelves. We 
Fre not given a full Account of che Mat- 
rwe have been treating of; but may we 
Pr call in you as Evidences that we have 
ven a fair State of Things? As Evi- 
Fnces of the Contagion of wicked Com- 
ny? Ask your ſelves (it you have fo 
uch Conſideration left,) What Progreſſes 
abu have made in Vice, ſince you have 
en thus miſchievouſly yoked. Are you 
t grown more bold, and impudent 
6 a Courſe of Sin, as well as more 
ing and furious? Are you not every 
1 | 
/ more averſe to ſerious Conſideration, 
any Retirement from the World, for 
Iſerious Debate with your ſelves; more 
d of the fatal Converſe, more charm'd 
Frewith, more ſtimulated and encourag'd 
Freby in a Courſe of Sinning- Dont 
. find that you now have an high Con- 
pt of G0 D, and this growing apace 
pt only to blaſphemous Talk, and the 
F 2 mgheſt 
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higheſt Degrees of Ledneſs, in Deſpightſer: 
of the Reſtraints of his Law, and the ter © 
rible Threatnings by which it is enforc'd,Þ:ce 
but) to a bold Infidelity, an utter Disbchh { 
liet of, and Diſregard to the common PrinJ;j 
Ciples of natural Religion, and thoſe Per{ye 
ſwaſions of Mankind about the Honeſty and ſuf 
Decency of their Actions, that have been | 
entertain d among Heathens, and do ſervFhg 
to ſupport the Awfulneſs of Vertue, to upe 
hold Societies, and to maintain Peace anflſen 
Order in any tollerable Meaſure in th$ © 
World. And Sirs, can you feel the daqhpo 
gerous Poyſon creeping on to the Vitalhoice 
(for if once you loſe a Senſe of theſe comfher 
mon Principles, all Feeling of Coalciendfew 
is loſt, and your ſelves are loſt alſo, wichlcha 
out a Miracle,) and yet not be ſtartled : 
the amazing Folly ? What, are you hur, E 
ried away by an impetuons Stream? Al ſec 
do you ſlide ſmoothly on to a dangeroffick 
Precipice, from whence, you ll be inevitheir « 
bly plung'd into utter Ruin, and have vqorro 
loſt your Senſes! Are you depriv'd of tiver 
Underſtanding of Men! Do not you fee whſterv 
ther you are going? Or doth the Din qq Si 
Pleaſure, and the potent Faſcination of ſuqng 
a mad Society, hurry all Compoſure ofe;y 
of your Thoughts, blind your Eyes? AJ the 
will you drive on without looking betoſher 
you, or ever expoſtulating with yoſhning 
ſelves, till the Flames of Hell ſhall awak: 

V0 
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on, till yon periſh with the ruinous So- 
nity on which you dote ? Methinks, (if 
O D hath not given you up to a repro- 
zee Mind, it ſhould not be impoſſible 
en ſuch a plain Caſe to reſcue you, -to pre- 
ail upon you to break off from the de- 
Tyructive Converſe, and quit the Society. 
nq ſuppoſe you are yet Men who have Rea- 
epa that you can exercize, that you have 
hougbt and Conſideration, tho' alas I 
Pe you do little vſe it, and are ſinfully 
"Jiſenclin'd to ſach an Exerciſe. But for 
US O D's Sake Sirs, in a Matter of ſuch 
almportance, reſolve for once, to hear the 
i\Yoice of Conſcience, and a little uſe your 
myber Thoughts whillt we propoſe to you 
ndfew ſerious Queſtions. And Conſcience 
7 tharge thee, do thine Office. 


ui, DID your Conſciences never rebuke you 
ig ſecret, for your free Converſe with the 
oFicked, for your raſh and familiar Uſe of 
icgeir Society ? Had you never any Inward 
yqorrors at their Courſe of Life? Can you 
rer remember any particular Seaſons or 
'Mtervals, wherein you had at leaſt a Thought 
u dd Suſpicion that ſtill you did amiſs in 
ſuqag ſach Converſe? A Suſpicion that ſtill 
Oey more uneaſy, the more you attend- 
AJ thereto, and againſt which you had no 
foper Way to defend your ſelves, but by 
/oning it out of your Thoughts, and a 
Ik. F 3 re- 
yo 
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reſolv'd non-Attention to the unplcaſinW ne 
Suggeſtion? You may now, perhaps, hart At 
overgrown this Uneaſineſs, and have nM 
ſuch Pangs; but let me ask you whet er ces 
you have acted like Men, in thus ſtißinel Br 
your own Convictions, in this reſolvetſa f 
Deafneſs to the uneaſy Clamours of Co mo 
ſcience ? Whether you have done accordir: Ih 
to the per ſwaſions of Reaſon, in flying ITI 
theſe Inward Motions, and uſing the uno! 
Artifice, and ſometimes Violence, to fr: 
your ſelves from the troubleſome Thought Þ 


Or 1s it juſtifiable in your own ſober Seuſs W 
(if you have any remaining,) to ruſh th C 
upon a beloved Society, in ſpite of yon [- | 

c 


own relucting Thoughts, before you ha 
debated the Matter throughly, and examiÞ'0 ' 
ned whether you did well or ill, in ſich WY 1 
free Converſation with the Wicked? you 
you 
2. DO you in your Conſciences belie 9" 
that you are now anſwering the great EH 
for which you were made? Do you thin} {1 
you were made for no other Ends chan i En 
grow ſenſual, brutiſn, and prophane,levd,au4rt 
Atheiſtical, by the charming Ende armen. 3 
of a mad Sociery ? Can you in your Conſcer! 
ences believe the great GOD gave oc 
Powers, and Thought, and Time, and ogg. 
ward Enjoyment, to be thus us'd and en Wign 
ercisd, and ſpent? What, in idle, imperiÞ Do 
net 
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nent, ſcurrilous, lewd, blaſphemous, and 

Athei ſtical Diſcourſes and Behaviour, in vain 

Mirth and Prodigality, in walttul Expen- 

ces, and a dozy Idleneſs? To live like 

Brutes, and by the powerful [mpulles of 
12 ſenſual Nature. to Herd together for theſe 
Jmoſt unmanly Purpoſes, without any Fore- 

_ Foought or Conliccration. Oh Fatal 

hovghrfulneſs? Is this a Life becoming 

FE rational Creature ? Suiting the Ends of. 

its Being, or any Ways approvable to its 
Jown ſober T hoſights? Is this Couverſe tru- 

ly Manly, this Society. truly preferable ? 
"Can you ia your own Conſciences deem 
| lic ſuch? You are then paſt the Reach and 
IRelief of all Argment, are transform'd in- 
Jo very Brutes and Monſters ; but are real- 
Þly ſo far from anſwering the End for which 

you were made, that you are doing what 
you can to contradict and oppoſe it. But 
Khowever, well ſuppoſe you given up by 
36000 to make ſuch a falſe Eſtimate of 
; Things, and will proceed farther with you 
Jon ſuch a Suppolition. Let me ask you then 
farther. 

3. D O you really believe that theſe 
Perſwalion s of yours, this Reliſh. of che 
Pociety Will continue tor ever? That 
128 ſhall always have the ſame De- 
light in the Converſe qt theſe wicked Fools? 
0 you think that you ſnall never be con- 
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vinc'd that your preſentNotions are miſtakenÞBgrſt 
Ones? That you ſhall never have any un- Ihe 
eaſy, reproachful Self-Reflections on theſſnel: 
Folly and Madaeſs of your Converſe ? What, id 
are you ſafe then from the Dangers and han. 
Ruins that are uſually the Conſequents ofiffol, 
ſuch Society? Are you ſure you ſhall never mit 
hereafter x for your preſent Pleaſure, I ſay. 
or pine for your preſent Exceſſes? Or if Will 
not thus ſecure; are you ſafe from theſege 
Torments of your own Mind, when your hes s 
Calamities ſhall awaken it? What, is i: 
ſtupified then in your own Apprehenſions, 
beyond all Recovery? Will it never again 
be quickned to any Senſe and Feeling? Orf 
do you think you ſhall charm the Tor. 
mentor, by a Reflection on your paſt De- 
lights, or have any other Conſiderations 
to Antidote againſt Inward Terrors and 
Torments ? If you have ſuch a Thought ler 
me enquire farther, 


4. DID you never hear of a poor 
Wretch, that after he had been undone (asl. 
to Worldly Enjoyments) by ſuch Society, 
groan'd out the bittereſt Complaints againſth 
his lamentable Folly, raging at his Com- 
panions, and tormenting himſelf. One 
who having brought Shame, and Diſgrace, 
and Poverty, and Ruin on himſelf throe,ar 
their Example, thro? theſe pleaſing Entice- ut t 
ments, thro' their Advice and * Mi 

rt! 
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Bc languiſh'd a while, aud then ſank under 
n- Nhe Inward Torturesof a grieved Mind, grew 
ge elancholy, or raging; and at length to get 
it, Bid of his Internal Vexations, laid violent 
10 {Bands upon himſelf, and by Sword, or Pi- 
oll, or Rope, or Poyſon, hurry'd himſelf from 
miſerable Lite, into a more miſerable Hell. 
ſay, did you never hear ot ſuch a Perſon ? 
Will none of the Apes paſt, nor our very 
he egenerate one furniſh any ſuch Examples? 
ur Wes Sirs, they are too common as well as 
itheplorable. And have you any Security, 
ns, pat the great GOD will not in Juſtice, 
ainfſkave you to languiſh under ſuch Inward 
Orfforments, and at length execute Juſtice 
or- on you by your own Hands? Or can 
e- Mu believe that you are Proof againſt 
ons ſuch Terrors and Vexations? What 
zndilve you to ſecure you againſt G O D's Ven- 
lethance, or to ſtupify your Souls more than 

hers, that you ſhould have any ſuch Con- 

tence ? But to proceed. 
dor 
(abs. DID you never ſtand by the Bed 
Ly, a dying Companion. One who (per- 
inſthps) thro' his Life was as fond of wick- 
2m-W Company as you are; but when he 
Inele to die, had a piercing Conviction 
ace, che Madneſs of his paſt Life and Con- 
hro e, and in dreadfulAgonies of Soul breath- 
ice. put the moſt doleful Farewell to his for- 
ons Mirth and ruinous Con vet ſation ? Did 
you 


firſt 
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you never hear the deſpiring Groans th the 
ſuch utter, their terrifying Shrieks and Ou the 
cries, and the mournful Lamentations th | 
make over their miſchievous Folly ? UI, 
you never obſerve how their Counten1iÞ 
and Carriage diſcover the painful Racking: 
Struggles, and Terrors of their diſegq 
Minds? | 
l know indeed, its uſual for you in tt 
Calamity, to ſpift an Attendance on t | 
deareſt Aſſociate. But fore your Love Hu 
have for once overpois'd your Dread * 
ſuch a Sight, and carried you away to: 
Death-Bed of ſuch a Companion: And o 8 
you ever forget, how he vex'd at, and uK 
braided himſelf, how he accus'd, condemn 
and curs d with deſpairing Vehemency a 


15 
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Rage, his Wicked Companions? With! — 
much folemn Terror he warn'd Sur vive Plan 
to take heed to themſelves, and avoid our 
dangerous Rocks on which he had bY = 
wreckt; elpecially to leave that wich, . 
Company, and Courſe of Living, that ta 
{o hideouſly in his Face, and tormented | 10 
in ſo Ghaſtly a Manner, in the latt 1. D 
guiſhing Period of his Life? And fine henc 
In what Horrors and Anguiſh he groahbrm. 
out his laſt Breath, and left the Wore . 
And do you think theſe Terrors coul!h,, 
avoided? The Mind diverted from W, ye 


melancholy Thought, or eas'd under 


Would they thus languiſh and pine ? wi ˖ 
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they thus rage at, and tear themſelves, if 

they could procure any Eaſe or Relief? 
BUT if you decline a Viſit to them 
hen thus diſtreſs d, what Reaſon can you 
ender for it? Indeed J acknowledge it is 
go pleaſing Spectacle to ſee a Dear Intimate 
Thos ſtretch'd on the Rack, and in the 
Jigheſt Agonies of Soul declaring his Un- 
&ſineſs in Life, and Abhorrence of Death. 
Bic let your Conſciences deal fairly with 
A Is not this the immediate real Rea- 
Wn of your Abſence, that you fear his dy- 
Grojm ſhould awaken your Conſcien- 
. and ſpoil your ſinful Pleaſures, leſt 
pu ſhould grow melancholy and raging as 
Fell as he, "and have thereby a Period put. 
once to all your valued Enjoyments? 
nd do you really ſhrink from him in this 
'Wlamiry for this Reaſon ? Oh mad Beha- 
our! What, do you know that you have 
yonſciences within that don't approve what 
du are doing? Conſciences which ſuch a 
ht and Obſervation will violently rouze ? 
dd are you not wretchedly cheared by 
Devil then, ſince if you have ſuch a Con- 
ence, you, have no Security agpinſt its 
Wrments? The great G O D may in Ju- 
11 e awaken it at his Plcaſure, and take 
Thouſand Advantages againſt you, to ter- 
4 you with this Inward Tormentor. So 
t in Reality, you arc not like to eſ- 
this Miſery by avoiding their Sight, 
but 
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but only provoke GOD the more, and 
the more expoſe your ſelves to his Wrath che 
thereby. Again - pr: 
to 
6. DO you ever expect to die yourſfot 
ſelves? And do you think, that in View off vit 
another World, into which you are juſtfꝑoc 
launching forward, that you ſhall make anyou 
pleaſing Reflections on your Life and Com. the 
pany ? Others who have gone before you, fſfte 
(tho' they could never be convinc'd before c 
have then acknowledged their Madneſs and8ltv: 
rag'd at it. What ſhould ſecure you againſijare 
the ſame Convictions and Tortures? Dqhate 
you think (that when you are juſt hoverin he 
over an everlaſting World, and look i: f 
to it, when in View of the dreadful Triſpuſt 
bunal of G OD, and juſt ready to appeaftn 
thereat, ) it will no Way contribute to youſgrie! 
Terror and Diſturbance, to bethink youggorn 
ſelves, how madly you have ſpent you 
Time, and in what mad Society and Mirth} 7- 
you have drown'd all ſerious, practical, andÞ'll Þ 
ſound Thovgths of GOD, your Souls, anf fie 
another World? Or ſhall you then haygg9"! 
any Reliſh of that Society, in which yoffhey 
have ſo fooliſhly thrown away your Tic 
to GODs great Diſhonour, your owM!rics 
greateſt Prejudice? Will their Mirth anord 
Jollicy, their loud Laughter, or impertineq ces C 
Prating or Diſputes, make then any Mur © 
ſick in your Ears? Will you then pret: Ly 
and | 
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chooſe ſuch Converſe ? Will not the moſt 
prave and ſerious Society, who can talk 
to you warmly, feelingly, and with Savour 
Jof the Things of GOD, who can pray 
Fitch you, and for you, who can give yon 
| good Advice, and inſtruct you how to make 
Four Peace with GOD, and to eſcape 
Ihe Miſeries before you, be then more 
Feſteem'd? And are you not worſe than mad, 
J chooſe ſuch for your Companions whilſt 
ure, which (if you die in your Senſes, and 
re not given up by GODto a repro- 
Mate Mind,) you'll hate above all. others 
Aphen you come to die, and ſcarce endure 
J ſee them; or if you do ſee them, it 
{paſt be with Horror, at their, and your 
41 n deſperate Folly; to your own Inward 
rief and Reproach; to their Terror aud 


* 


uf orment ? Again 


1 
"i 7. HOW do you thiak ſuch Company 
in pleaſe, when you make your Appearance 
che Judgment, and ſhall have your Lives 
quir d into, at that dreadful Bar of GOD ? 
Whey did by their Advices, Example and 
couragements, help to buoy up your 
irits whilſt alive: Do you think they'll 
ord you any ſuch Relief againſt the Me- 
es of an angry judge, and the Terrors of 
{ur Condemnation on ſuch a Day? When 
off your Deeds of Darkneſs ſhall be ex- 
and to Light, all your ſhametul 9 

: all 
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ſhall be puhiiſh'd ro the World, not with 
Mirth, and Raillery, and Pieaſure, as your 
ſelves have done heretofore, but with dread. 
ful Vengeance: Not to make Sport for you, Wc. 
but to fill you with Shame, and bluſhins . 


Indignation. And do you think ic will be | 

70 
any Ways pleaſing, to have it declar d to df 
the whole World, that in ſuch wicked Com- 101 


pany, and Practices, you ſpent your pre- A 
cious Time, to GO D's Diſhonour, and | 
your own Ruin? Will you have Conra-: 
to own and detend your Compantons 11 
in the Preſence ot your Judge, the Holy c. 
Angels, and Glorified Saints, ſome of which 
(perhaps) caution'd you agaiaft the perilon: 
Aſſociation? Sure, if you have the common No 
Senſe and Feeling of Men, you muſt tren. 
ble at che Thoughts of a Convention be- N te 
fore that Judge, on ſuch a Seaſon, in th: 
Preſence of ſo many Glorious Spectators 
with ſo diſhonourable, baſe, and wicked! 
Company: You can never think it will de 
any Relief ro you then, to have your Af. 
ſociates around you, to have them preſen 
there, tho you can now make a Shift thro 
their Preſence, Example and Encourageſc: 
ment, to free your ſelves from your lawai 
Torments, by a ſtupid non- Attention u 
the Suggeſtions of your own Minds? Bu 


8. And 1 ſhall ſay no more. Do vo 
think ſuch Society as this will be plealin 


\ 
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to you, when you ſhall be chaind up in 
utter Darkaels, with them, among Devils 
and damned Spirits? Do you think their 
Shiiteks and Out-cries and deſpairing La- 
mentations, will tend to the Quiet of 
your  etiraged Conſciences, or the ſtifling 
your Groans ? Do you think they Il be then 
able or williag to ad miniſter any of their 
Ancient Cordials for your Relief? No, let 
me tell you, all ſinful pleaſing Objects will 
he then remov'd far away from your Sight 
and Reach: You'll have nothing to grati- 
fy Appetites and Paſſions, nothing to di- 
rert from the uncaſy Reproaches of your 
own Thoughts, nothing to {top our the 
Noiſe and frightful Din of their. Groans, 
and raging Out-cries: Nay, throughout 
Eternity, will you rave at them, and they 
wich the moſt venemous Spite return your 
Reproaches upon yon, ſo that you'l] be for 
ever curſing and tearing each other, with 
dhe higheſt Malignity of enraged Spirits. 
| OK Sirs, you can't conceive how the 
very Sight of each other then will terri- 
fy, how much you wou'd then ſhun each others 
Sight if you could; and when you cannot, 
how much twill whet your raging Paſſi- 
ens, and provoke you to wreck on each 
other the moſt deviliſh Spite. Every Re- 
flection upon a Scaſon of ' Pleaſure you en- 
joy'd together, in the former Courſe of 
your 


il 


V 0 
ſin 
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your Life, will ſharpen your Rage againſt I {c 
each other; the dearer you were to each i Ca 
other in Life, the more pleas'd with each pa 
others Company, the more hateful will you ot 
be then, the more dreaded and abhorr'd, anc 
| Lube 16. Alas! Can you think that {when GO Ds ſin | 
27, 28. Wrath ſhall be there pour d forth upon . 
you to the uttermoſt, and you ſhall feel YAn 
the flaming Ruins brought upon you, by H 
a Courſe of Sin) you will be able to avoid Nc 
theſe mutual Upbraidings, and Vexations and 
No, certainly when you conſider how much r 
your mutual Converſe contributed to that $'£ 
your Miſery, and haſten'd you away the theſ 
more pleaſantly, and certainly thither, $®1s 
twill be impoſſible to eſcape each others Hf 
Reproaches and Injuries, each others vene. 8ʃ 
mous Laſhes and Tortures. Yowll then 9" 
faint, and die, at each others Sight, as you 
now languiſh for it, as much ſhun as you 
court the Company : But you would never 
willingly whilſt alive, and you ſhall then FF 
be confin'd to them, and for ever be tor-F 
mented, exaſperated, and ſtung with their 
raging Reproaches, Miſchiefs and Tor- 

tures. 
AND can you yet have Courage to con- 
tinge the Aſſociates of wicked Fools ? Car 
| you be content, for the Enjoyment of their 
Company, to run all theſe Hazards, and thus 
expoſe your ſelves ?Expoſe your ſelves to the 


uneaſy Checks and Reproaches of your Con- 
ſcience 
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ſciences, whilit you live, awakened by the 
Calamit ies and raping Deaths of your Com- 
panions ! Expoſe your ſelves to the Wrath 
of G O D whea you die, and to that Shame 
and Confuſion of Face which will ſeize you 
tin the General Judgment before the whole 
World, for your Choice of ſuch Society ! 
And finally expoſe you to the everlaſting 
Malice and Rage of your now deareſt Aſ- 
ſociates (and that grown moſt venomous 
and deadly) in a future Hell! Then you are 
worſe than mad, and paſt the Reach of all 
Argument. Bur I hope GOD will by 
theſe Conſiderations, awaken ſome, and 
bring them to a ſerious Enquiry, what 
muſt be done for their Eſcape from the Con- 

gion, and the Danger: And for ſuch 1 ſub- 
Poyn the following Directions. 


Dir. 1. GO away, and humbly con- 
Fes unto G O D, deplore before him, and 
a Errneſtly beg Pardon from him, for the 
Fin you have been guilty of, in chooſing 

and delighting in the Company of wicked 
ools. I don't mean barely that yow-ſhould 
0 into the Preſence of G OD, and tell him 
hat you have thus ſinfully play'd the Fool; 
Bac endeavour firſt of all, by a ſerious and 
houghetnl Conſideration of the Madneſs 
send Sinfulneſs of your paſt Courſe, to 
heſbet a Feeling thereof, that ſo you may 
5 teem your ielves exceeding vile, your 
ce 8 Life 


* 
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Life and Coverſation excceding ſinful, and 
may thereupon goto G O D, and with dcey 


Compunction and Grief of Heart, with 6 
the loweſt Humility and debaſing Senſe of | © 
your Selves, with the moſt hateful and an- 1 
gry Conceptions of your Sin, confeſs it to,“ 
him, deplore and lament before him you: (0 
Folly, Madneſs, and Tranſgreſſion, tha: 4 
you ſhould iu ſuch a Manner diſhonour him, n | 
waſt your precious Time, tothe great Hur: 5 
of your own Souls, to the Damage, Hard!“ 
ning, nay (perhaps) the eternal Ruin 0: ale 
ſome of your Companions, whom G OH 
may have hurried away in his juſt Wrath . 
ſince you have had an Intimacy with ch a 
Society. 1 

AND oh! earneſtly pray to G OD, th: 0 | 
for Chriſt's fake, he would pardon the 9 


heinous and vile Offences of yours. B: D | 
that he would blot out your very foul Tran! f 
greſſions, that he would not charge the. 5 ä 
on you, to your utter Ruin, as you har oth 
deſerv'd, but that according to the Moi: 15 
tudes of his tender Mercies in Chriſt, 11, 


| | trul! 
would receive you, and welcome you, ar 
poor returning Prodigals, willing now reaſe 


leave the Society, and to give your {el}. 
up to him thro' Chriſt, to be juſtifyd 9 


his Blood and Righteouſneſs, and ſav d f. , 
deſervd Wrath. And when you have :! ret, 


done, it is fit I ſhould adviſe you, 
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Dir. 2, IMMEDIA TELY without 
2ny more Delay, utterly to break off frum 
the Society, to renounce them for ever, 
and reſolve that you'll never more uſe their 
Familiar Converſation. On all Occaſions 
(unleſs where real Neceſlity obliges) ſhun 
them, fly from them. Yon would thus 
abandon the deareſt Intimate, when lick of 
the Plague; and flee for your own Safety. 
Do fo here alſv. Deſert this ruinous So- 
ciety at once, and for ever. If you med- 


Idle with them again, you expole your ſelves 


to the ſame, perhaps greater Danger: 
You'll quickly be won by their plaulible 
Prerences and Inſinuations, quickly forget 
all the Terrors you have felt, all your 
Griefs and Lamentations, if you come with- 
in their Reach, till you are quite out of 
Danger. Keep them then at the fartheſt 
poſſible Diſtance: Allow them not your 
Ear, nor any free and pleaſing Conver- 
ſation with you; as mach as you can, avoid 


all Converſation with them. To a Mind 


truly ſenſible of the Evil, and Danger of 
evil Company, this Advice will ſeem ſo 


Jreaſonable, that every Exception againſt it 
will at the firſt View, look too frivolous 


to deſerve an Anſwer : However, that we 
may fully clear our Way, we'll pauſe a 
little do auſwer One or Two. 

1 2 YOULL 


Pro 4 13, 


14. 
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YOU'LL fay, perhaps, it is hard to 
break off in ſo abrupt a Manner trom Com- 
pany, we mall be charg'd with Incivility, 
and Want of good Breeding. Gradually 
we will withdraw from the Society, but 
all at once we cannot do it. Let me tell 
you, if you yield thus far, we have gain'd 
nothing upon you; the treacherous Evil 
will again get an eaſy and a quiet Poſſeſſi- 
on of you, you'll very quickly be knit as 
faſt to the Soeiety as ever. And your Re- 
covery afterward will be much more diffi- 
cult than now, if ever GOD ſhould again 
give you a Senſe of your Danger, and dont 
immediately upon your Return to the Com- 
pany, give you up for deſperate. And let me 
ask you, would you reckon it uncivil, ſhould 
you make an haſty Eſcape from a mad Com- 
panion, that with a drawn Sword attemp:- 
ed your Life? Or would you in meer good 
Nature, expoſe your felt in his Company, 
and hazard your own Murther? And it you 
would not thus in Civility venture your 
Life, will you yet venture your Soul, and 
Eternal Miſery. Be perſwaded to rake 


the Wicked, go not into the Way of evil Do- 
ers, avoid it, Paſs not by it, turn from i 
and paſs away. 
AGAIN you'll ſay, but alas we ſhallj 
be laught at, and ſcorn'd by our Compaq; 


dus, they Il droll upon us, and make u 


che | 


Solomon's Advice; Enter not into the Path off 
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the Matter of their ſportive Mirth. But 

is this indeed an Evil to be dreaded ? Who 
would not deſpiſe the Laughter of a Fool 

or mad-Man? And why 1s it theſe Men 
laugh? But becauſe they are blinded by 

the Devil, and ſee not their Danger. 
And is the Scofhag Mirch of ſuch miſera— 

ble med-Men to be regarded? But beſides, 

it is really little better than Madneſs to 
make this Objection; for which is moſt for- 
midable, the Mirth of wicked Fools, or 
the Vengeance of the great GOD? Which 
is the caſier Calamity, to be laught at 
by them, or to be dainn'd for ever? To 
be their Sport for a little while on Earth, 

© | or in their Company to ridicule what is 
moſt Sacred, and then go with them to Hell, 
-Þ| and in the Biccereſt Anguiſh of Soul, 
-| howl there for ever. But | 


5 3. GO to the Depth of the Diſtemper, 

abe ſenſible of your curſed natural Depra- 

rg vation, and be reſtleſs in your ſelves till 

aa you have obtaind of G OD, ſanctifyd 

x Hearts, Do not reckoa the Cure is effect- 

ed by your deſerting the Society, unleſs 

the Contagion you have ſuck'd in by their 

F Converſe is purg'd out by the Grace of f?. 2 22, 
GOD, and your Souls are new born 3 *+ |} 

all thro' his mighty Power, after his Image: Cc. 3. 194 

Pa- Unleſs you are indue'd from on High, with 

UP a Diſpoſedneſs, and a prevailing Reliſh Cel 3. 1,2. 


ch 
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| Ron. S. 4, of Spiritual Objects, Exerciſes and Plea. 


| 5,6, Pſal. ſures: 
wal Loathing of every Thing which is really 


| 139, 
. 


1 . „evil; 


Until you have an laward Habitn- 


and therefore erpecially of that Soc. 


4. 6. Pal. ety which will humour, and gratify, and 
97. 10. Ro. inſtigate, and confirm evil Principles, and 


12. 9. 


Inſtigations: 


Eph. 6 


Until you have a prevalliny 
Love to G0 D, and Chriſt, and Holineſs, 
and the Heavenly Felicity, and do (in 
Compariſon of theſe) reckon the Buline!; 
of the World meer Dreams and Shadows, 
and every Thing that is diſpleaſing tg 
GOD and Chriſt, and oppolite to the 
Life of Faith bere, and the Heavealy Lite 
above, vile and abominable ; you are not 
got out of the Reach of Infection by evi! 
Company, nor then neither indeed, withou: 
ſerious Caution and Watchfulneßs. Let 
it then be your chief Bultneſs to get 
Holy, Spiritual, Heavenly Hearts. Pray 


18 earneſtly to GOD thro' Chriſt for this 


And oh, don't give over praying, till you 
find ſuch Spriricualiry and Heavenlineſs i: 
become the reigning Temper of your Minds; 
*rill (from a prevailing Reliſh of muct 
better Things) you do as much abhor fuc! 
ſinful Society, as ever heretofore you v1. 
lued and lov'd, 


litude, with his Saints, about che grea! 


Things of his Kingdom, with much great? 
er Pleaſure and Freedom than ever you us 
thei 


and made Choice of itÞ 
till you can converſe with G OD in Sof 


pn ==y 
— 
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their Company. In one Word, be at no 
Reſt in your Selves, give GOD no Reſt, but 
even weary him with your Prayers, till 
your Soul is pleiſedly devoted to GOD 
through Chriſt, aad doth Heartily abhor 
every Thing that is diſpleaſing to him. 
And then thro' his Grace with the Ex- 
ercile of a due Vigilancy, you are likely to 
eſcape the perilous Sàares of evil Company. 
And when the Matter is brought to this 


* 


proſperous Ilſue, it is fic to adviſe you, 


4. I O labour with true Chriſtian Pity 
and Earneſtneſs to fetch off, as many as 
you can jaflnence, from the contagious 
and ruinous Socicty. Labour hard with 


1600 in your Prayers for them, and re- 


member, that if G OD by his Grace, hath 
ſav'd you from the Miſery and Ruin which 
your Company with them threatned, that it 
is a Piece of Juſtice you owe them, to do 
ſomewhat for their Convertion, whom by 
your Preſence and Example, you have per- 
haps brought over, and faſten'd to the 
Society, or encouray'd to continue among 
them. and fin wich them. Do what you 
can then, to warn them of their Danger, 
to convince them of the real Difference 
in Point of Safety, Honour, Advantage, 


Jand Pleaſure, between the Brutiſh, Caraal, 
Wordly, Careleſs Life they do yet lead, 
and yOu once livd with them, and that 


8 4 . Holy, 
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Holy, Humble, Self-denying, Spiritual, Win: 
Heavenly Life, which through the migh. For 
ty Power of Divine Grace, you have been Nute 
perſwaded and enabled to live. Uſe your no 
utmoſt Art and Perſwaſion to draw then He 
from the Society of evil Doers, and pre- Fe 
vail upon them to taſt and fee how good t! 
GOD is, and how much more Manly, ſor 
Pleaſing, Glorious, his Service is, than t 
the baſe Servitude of Luſt, and the De- Wat 
vil's Drudgery : How much more Noble,En- ſate: 
tertaining Converſe ?tis to talk of the great as 
Matters of the Chriſtian Lite, the great Wow 
and good Things the Chriſtian hopes for, oje. 
than of the groſſer Pleaſures of Senſe, the] fe 
empty, trifling, unconcerning Prattle, ines 
which unſanctified and wicked Companions Ft v 
ſpend their Time. And pray earneſtly ! 
that GOD would give a Bleſſing to your Wn; 
Endeavours for the Recovery of your Com- Nut 
panions. My ; Nie 


2 Exhor, Is to ſuch as have yet eſca- n d 
ed wicked Company. I mean ſuch as is L 
groſly and ſcandalouſly ſuch. Oh Sirs, be! | 
perſwaded to avoid ſuch ruinous Society {inc 
as this; keep out of Reach, and as much T. 
as you can, ſhun all Converſe with ſuch; 
and never be with them but in Caſes ot 
Neceſlity. Eſpecially let me adviſe the 
YOUTH to ſhun ſuch Contagious and ru-Wi 


inous Converſe. I can't think you are wil- 
ling 
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ing at once to he ruin'd as to both Worlds, 

or can any with their Eyes open, leap 

to everlaſting Miſery. No, the Devil 

nows this, and as much as he can hides 

he Danger: He hath an Art to blind Mens 
Fes, and charm them into a non- Attendance 
the Miſery before them, and fo deſtroys 
oughtleſs and unwary Souls. He doth 
© open to their View the Flames of Hell, 
hat would ſcare them from ſwallowing his 
ites, and hearken to his ruinous Perſwa- 
dns: But he ſtrews the Way thicher with 
lowers, inſtigates by proper Baits and 
bjects, their Carnal Minds,perſwades them 
follow the Impulſe of depraved Appe- 
tes and Paſſions, and to uſe choſe Methods 
ut will gratify and enrage theſe Appetites; 
d fo leads them forward blindly to ever- 
ing Ruin. But Sirs, let me perſwade 
0 to be-think your ſelves, whether we 
ve not fairly repreſented the dangerous 
ndency of evil Company. And can 
n dare to chooſe and prefer it, when 
Danger is ſo certain and unavoida- 
! Let me ask you if you felt a Natural 
ſtinct, urging you over a Precipice, eve— 
Time you came near one, or perſwading 
n; to plunge into the Water and drown 
other ſelves, ever Time you ſtood on the 
here, would you not check the dangerous 
u-Hinct, and avoid carefully all ſuch Rocks 
il Shores, would you not pray earneſtly 
ng LO 
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to GOD for Deliverance from the def; 
ive Impulſe? And will ye not do the [in 
in the preſent Caſe, where Native Cy 
ruption adviſes you to plunge forwarc! int 
endleſs Flames, and puſhes you into th 
Society that will help forward your er: 
laſting Ruin? Will you not check this p9 
erful Propenſion of corrupt Nature, a 
the Society and ſeek to G0 D for a Cu; 4 : 
for a Deliverance from the Danger of % 
innate Perſwaſion? Yes Sirs, be perſw. 
to labour hard, till you feel your Souls oy 
ctified and renewed by Grace, have ci. 
up your ſelves to GOD thro' Chrift, : 8 


are become in a prevailing Manner. fü th 
to the Divine Life and Converſe. I 
will poiſe you, and keep you ſteady agu 4 
all the Power of wicked Perſwaſion, 5 


thing elſe will: ?Tis Grace alone that 3 
eſtabliſh the Heart. And by all Me“ 
keep out of the Influence of ſuch wie 

Fools. Adjoyn your ſelves to che G 3 


pany of ſuch as have a Savour of real! F 
ligion, and diſcover it in their Coaverſ; An 
on, prize Acquaintance with them, del 
in them, and rather chooſe Retirement" 
Solitude, than the hurtful Converſatios = 
the wicked. And tho' this may ſeem : 

hard Injunction to ſuch as are youny, : £ 

feel very powerful Propenſions to s ＋ 
ety, yet I ſuppoſe I need not asx ©; 


whether they are willing to be an 


10% 


r Company. Nor when I have propos d 


at Queſtion, need I ſay any more to evi- 
ence the Reaſon and Seaſonableneſs of 
is Advice. 

IN a Word, be perſwaded to labour 
Ir che Cure of natural Corruption, for a 
”" Wcconciliation to G O D thro' Chriſt, 
Ir Sanctified, Holy, Heavenly Hearts and 
rames Keep out of the dangerous So- 
ety of the Wicked, till you have obtain d 
is at the Hands of GOD, and then I'll 
aſt you for your future Converſe : Incli— 
tion, and a cautious Concern for your 
lves, will then operate together with the 
race of God, to prevent your Intection. 
nd let the certain Truth of what we 
ve ſet before you, he usd by you, as a 
nſtanc Motive to enforce this Advice. 
1ce more 


3. Exhor. TO true Believers. Such 
are in a prevailing Degree ſanctified. 
nnch as you can,avoidFamiliarity with the 
icked, Indeed as tar as Juſtihable Worldly 
ſineſs, as far as true Human Friendſhip 
vith Safety to themſelves, and a Salve 
| the Honour of GOD) will plead for 
h Converſe, I have nothing, to object 
unſt it. But few upon Enquiry will find 
ſe are the only Motives to their Con- 
ſe. Few but will upon a- due Exami- 
tion, be found guilty of a freer Con- 
| verſation, 
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verſation, and greater Compliance, uses 
can be honeſtly accounted for, on ther. 
Principles. Ca 

YOU who are guilty then, be perſy th 
ded to humble your ſelves before G0 
that you have been too ready to go i; 
the Company, before Reaſon advis'd the: 
to, too free in the Company after off 
you were enter'd. And oh!] be more «: 
tious and wary for the future. Keep 
a ſtricter Watch, that you may not re 
ture into the Society, but for juſtifica 
Ends; that when you are with them, 
may comply no farther than is allowableF'"< 
the ſtrict Rules of your Profeſſion. 
only urge this Advice with a few Moti 
and conclade. 


Mot. 1. THE Honour of GOD 
quires your great Care in this Caſe. 
is next to impoſlible to be in ſome Co 
pany, and not be Witneſſes to their hi 
Provocations and Aﬀronts of the GrF 
Majeſty of Heaven and Earth: And cif)» 
Chriſtian with a due Regard to GOP 
Honour, mingle with ſuch Society, * p 
have a free Converſe with them any {Þ $1! 
ther than there is flat Neceſlicy for Ndir 
But however the Chriſtian's Profeſſioa (ft t 
liges him to have ſuch a Regard to F*cen 


.own Converſation, and walk fo caretf® "1 


as to manifeſt in his whole Behaviourpuld 


9 
© 
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rat Reverence of G OD, Zeal for his 
ry, and Concern to pleaſe him, which 
can never teſtify by a familiar Converſe 
„It the Wicked. He diſhonours G OD 
In by too free a Converſation with them, 
| 2 too great Readineſs to joyn their 
empany, or continue therein, when upon 
„Niifable Occaſions he is with them; and 
Ich more by ſhewing any Pleaſedneſs 
Ich their Converſe and Behaviour, and 
y rretore ſhould avoid it. 


; 2. YOUR own Souls chief Intereſt re- 
1 res alſo your Care in this Reſpect. You 

ry corrupt Natures about with you, that 
Ain Danger of Infection from evil Com- 

ny. You will eaſily take a Carnal Tincture 

dm Carnal Society, grow light and vain 
) you accompany with ſuch, and you may 
, Wily perceive what a Diſreliſh of ſerious 
200d ſacred Things is left upon your Mind, 
biker ſuch Converſe, and how much is 
&refore your Concern to ſhun the So- 
(Akty, if you would preſerve a ſerious Frame 
Spirit. And tho' this Influence ſhould 
t prevail to your Seduction into a Courſe 
Sin, (the Principle of Grace within for- 


xr Hding that,) yet it may retard your Pro- 
n ess towards Glory, and flacken your Pace, 
o {cen your Faſt of Spiritual Things, make 
-efJu more liſtleſs and indifferent than you 
zurÞvld be, (than otherwiſe you would be,) 


2 [0 


F 
| 
| 
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to the Things of GOD; and ſo prove 
great Hindrance, and in GO D's juſt Judy 
ment, a great Diſquiet to you in your [oy 
ney. So that you evidently hurt your ſely; 
by ſuch a Converſe. 


3. Youll prejudice thoſe alſo with who 
you converſe, They'll enconrage themiely 
iu their wicked Courſe, when they have y 
for their free Aſſociates. Nor can you im: 
gine how much 'twill help forward the 


cious Inclination in them, to have the Cof 


nivance Of any that are truly God 
and much more ro have them for th: 
Abettors: Nay, but the Company of o 
who makes a ſtricter Profeſſion than the! 
ſelves, tho' they are really as great E; 
mies to the Inward Life and Power of R 
ligion, will very much encourage them 
grow more Bold and Licentions. Ti 
fancy ſuch a Perſon's Preſence will ci:h 


ſanctify the greateſt Villanies, or at l. 


excuſe them. And is it not then the Co 
cern of every truly Godly Perſon, to ave 
the Society, out of Piry and Charity 
theſe Self-Deſtroyers, whea they 11 ma 


ſuch an ill Uſe of his being there? OM, 


more, aad I have done. 


4. It would be proper for the Chris 
ſometimes to think ſeriouſly with hinmi: 
what if GOD ſhould come, and cal 


1 


n 


ech Society as this, to judgment! What 


| ſhould be Immediately arreſted whilſt 
Km there, and carry'd away to the Bar of my 
ord! How could 1 anſwer for my aſſoci- 
ing with them ? What Account ſhould I 
ve for my Coming into the Company, 
- my Behaviour there? Will the Motives 
id Principles that brought me thither, 
id kept me there, endure to be ſcan'd by 
im? Did we live more in View of this 
Tribunal, we ſhould be more careful and 
at in ordering our Converſation ; ſhou'd 
ore adjuſt our Thoughts and Actions to 
je Preſcriptions of God's Holy Word, 
d avoid thereby a great many Errors 
d Miſtakes in our Conduct, eſcape a great 
any Miſchieis and Dangers ro which 
e otherwiſe expoſe both our ſelves and 
thers. 

Many more Motives might be us'd to 
reſs this Advice : but 1 ſhall conclude all 


righteouſneſs, or Light with Darkneſs ? Or 
bat Concord hath Chriſt wich Belial? And 
vat Agreement hath the Temple of God with 

Co's * Wherefore come out from among them, 
(tb the Lord; and be ye ſeperate, and touch 
WW! the unclear Thing. 


4 . 


ich the Words of the Apoſtle Paul, Be 2 Cor, 6. 
ot unequally yoked together with Unbelievers; 14, 15,16 
w what Commumon bath Righteouſs eſs with 17. 
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